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REGULATIONS
.

With acknowledgement and thanks to the Scottish Hockey Union and UK sport anti-doping directorate for the use of their material in the production of these procedures

ANTI DOPING REGULATIONS 

1. Introduction

The Welsh Hockey Union Limited (“Union”) is the governing body for the sport of hockey in Wales, under the jurisdiction of the International Hockey Federation (“FIH”).

The Union condemn the misuse of drugs in sport; further the Union believes doping contravenes the ethics of both sport and medical science.  Doping consists of:

i) 
the administration of substances belonging to prohibited classes of pharmacological agents, and/or

ii) 
the use of various prohibited methods (blood doping, pharmacological, chemical and physical manipulation). 

The FIH has adopted the list of banned substances and methods as defined by the IOC and the Olympic Movement Anti-doping code in force on 1st April 2000 or any subsequent update. The Union follows this list. The list and further detail can be found on the FIH Web-site www.fihockey.org

The Union is committed to the education of its participants in matters relating to Anti-Doping and to a testing programme approved by UK Sport in order to prevent doping in Hockey.

All registered players (to include umpires, coaches and team officials) fall under the jurisdiction of Union for all matters related to doping in sport. Any official involved in the supply of a banned substance to a registered player will be subjected to the same rules.

Any player under the jurisdiction of the Union, when approached to take a test by an authorised official is obliged to do so.

Each player and official selected to participate in Welsh Hockey International activities will receive a copy of the Union Anti-Doping Regulations  (“the Regulations”). They will be required to sign a written acknowledgement stating that they have received, read, understood and agree to be bound by the  Regulations. All other players and officials will receive a copy of the  Regulations through their club with each club being required to confirm that their members have read, understood and agree to be bound by the  Regulations  as part of their Union registration.

2. Testing During Union Competition, Training, Squad Testing & Out of Competition

Testing may take place at any competition, training, squad training or out of competition. Testing will be in accordance with the procedures approved by UK Sport and the FIH.

Any player included on the out-of-competition register will be formally advised and will be asked to consent to inclusion as a condition of eligibility for the national squad

UK Sport will advise the Union results or doping Officer or nominated deputy (“Union Doping Officer”), of a positive finding or a refusal to comply with testing procedure.  If this occurs during a tournament, the player may not be permitted to take his/her place on the bench and may be sent home pending the outcome of the disciplinary process.

The Union Doping Officer will make every endeavour to make contact with the player as soon after receiving the notice from UK Sport as possible.  If this proves impossible, the doping discipline committee as defined in 3b below  will still be informed.  A recorded delivery letter will be sent to the player detailing the following:

a) Particulars of the finding or report.

b) The procedures to be followed.

c) The sanction that may be imposed under the Regulations  (should the offence be established).

The player will return confirmation of receipt of the notice to the Union Doping Officer.

If the player disputes the findings of the ‘A’ sample on the grounds of deficiencies in the collection process or chain of custody or other irregularity, details of the objection must be presented in writing to the Union Doping Officer within 7 days of the initial notification to the player.  Failure to raise objections at this stage does not preclude the player from doing so at a later stage.
All enquiries should be addressed to the Union Doping Officer, or a nominated deputy.  The player may accept the result of the ‘A’ test or request within 7 days of receipt of the notice the ‘B’ sample to be analysed as soon as possible.  The ‘B’ sample analysis will be implemented as laid down by UK Sport.  A representative from the Union and/or player may be present when the ‘B’ sample is analysed.

3. Panel Procedures

a) 
Doping Review Process:

The Union accepts the evidence provided by UK Sport of an irregularity as providing prima facie evidence that a doping offence has been committed and the matter should then be referred to a full hearing before the Union DDC to decide whether the offence has been committed and the penalty to be imposed. Should the player dispute validity of the test or integrity of the sample the matter will be referred to UK Sports Independent Review Panel to decide whether there is a case to answer.

In the event that the player accepts the findings of the ‘A’ sample, the Union Doping Officer shall consider whether it is necessary to confirm the finding by requesting the analysis of the ‘B’ sample (Union representative may attend).  The matter shall then be referred to the Union DDC for consideration of whether a doping offence has occurred and the penalty to be imposed.

Where there is prima facie evidence that a doping offence has been committed, the Union Doping Officer shall give notice to the athlete, in writing, to this effect and the player shall be suspended from the activities of the Union. If the athlete is involved with International activities at the time of the suspension the Team Manager will serve notice on behalf of, and under guidance from the Union Doping Officer.

If the player receives lottery funding then UK Sport Anti-doping Directorate shall inform the awarding body and they may choose to withdraw funding in accordance with the national anti-doping policy

b) 
Union Doping Disciplinary Committee (DDC):

A panel of individuals shall be maintained who may be invited to form a disciplinary committee, which will hear cases where it has been found there is prima facie evidence that a doping offence has taken place.  One will be an independent lawyer (Chairperson), one an independent medical advisor and one an independent person with sports administration or playing experience. The Union Doping Officer will inform the player in writing of the date, time and venue of the meeting.  The DDC will consider an alternative date if the player supplies written evidence of a valid reason for being unable to attend by return of post.  The Union Doping Officer will attend to take the minutes of any meeting of the DDC.

c) 
Burden and Standard of Proof

The burden of proof shall be with the Union at any hearing before the Union disciplinary committee and with the Appellant at any hearing before the Union appeal panel unless the rules of the FIH specify otherwise, with any doping offence having to be proven beyond any reasonable doubt.

d) 
Retirement

Any International player who retires from the parts of the sport subject to these rules, shall promptly notify the Union in writing of their retirement, where upon testing of that person shall cease two weeks from the date when the Union receives the retirement notification. After retirement, a person who subsequently wishes to re-enter the parts of the sport covered by these rules must make himself or herself available for testing for a period of 3 months prior to re-entry.

e)
Disciplinary Process:

In the event that there is prima facie evidence that a doping offence has been committed, the athlete will be invited to attend and/or be represented before the DDC.  The DDC hearing shall normally be convened within 4 weeks of notification of the offence.  In order to allow time for the player to prepare his/her case, the hearing may be opened and adjourned to seek further information at the discretion of the Chairperson of the DDC.

The DDC will have the power to receive written submissions of evidence from the player (and/or players representative), and the Union Doping Officer (including collection and analytical evidence) no later than 7 days prior to the date of the hearing.  The Chairperson of the Committee will decide on issues relating to the admissibility of this evidence, the attendance of experts or witnesses and all other matters relating to evidence.

The player, who is entitled to be legally represented or assisted at their own cost, will be required to attend the hearing in person and may be represented at the hearing by another chosen individual and may call witnesses.  Following the hearing the Chairperson of the DDC shall, within 7 working days, notify the panel's decision in writing to the player including the sanction to be imposed and the reasons for the decision.  Should the DDC not be unanimous a majority decision will be acceptable.  

Following the hearing, the Chairperson of the DDC will, within 7 working days, notify the Committee’s decision in writing to the athlete, the Union Doping Officer and UK Sport.  The DDC shall provide written reasons for reaching its decision and, where appropriate, the penalty.  The Union Doping Officer will inform the FIH, EHF, BOA, the GBOH and Sports Council for Wales of the decision.

f) Sanctions:

First Violation

i) If testing reveals the (prohibited) presence of ephedrine, phenyl-propanolamine, pseudo-ephedrine, caffeine, strychnine, cannabinoids or related substances, the sanction is a suspension from all events for a period of one to three months from the starting date of the provisional suspension (any permitted interruption during the provisional suspension shall be taken into consideration when calculating the total suspension pronounced).
ii) Any other doping offence is sanctioned with a suspension from all events for a minimum of two years from the starting date of the provisional suspension (any permitted interruption during the provisional suspension shall be taken into consideration when calculating the total suspension pronounced).

However based on specific exceptional circumstances which relate to the personal circumstances to be evaluated by the Union DDC, which relate to the personal position of the player and/ or the consequences for the players sports career and which would make a two year suspension disproportionate, the Union DDC may impose a suspension for a duration of less than two years.

iii) 
Players Medical, Paramedical and/or Athletic Advisor or Other Persons:

The Union DDC shall suspend any official or other person who has incited, encouraged and/or promoted doping or is found to be at fault in case of doping for a minimum of four years or for a period of two to eight years if only a substance referred to in F)i) is involved. 

Second Violation

i) If testing reveals the (prohibited) presence of ephedrine, phenyl-propanolamine, pseudo-ephedrine, caffeine, strychnine, cannabinoids or related substances, the sanction is a suspension from all events for a minimum of four years from the starting date of the provisional suspension (any permitted interruption during the provisional suspension shall be taken into consideration when calculating the total suspension pronounced).

ii) Any other doping offence is sanctioned with a suspension from all events for between four years up to life, starting from the date of the provisional suspension.

iii) Players Medical, paramedical and/or Athletic Advisor or Other Persons:

The Union DDC shall suspend any official or other person who has incited, encouraged and/or promoted doping or is found to be at fault in case of doping for life.
Further Violations

If testing reveals the presence of ephedrine, phenyl-propanolamine, pseudo-ephedrine, caffeine, strychnine, cannabinoids or related substances, the Union DDC shall pronounce a suspension for a minimum of five years or for a period of time as indicated by the FIH policy.

Other

The FIH may review the DDC’s decision.  If they find it does not conform to the FIH’s doping policy they may amend and/or impose further sanctions.

The player will remain ineligible for selection for Wales for the duration of any ban imposed by the Union, GBOH, FIH and /or BOA which ever is the longer or greater.  

As stated earlier funding provided from lottery or other sources may be withdrawn at the discretion of the fund holder. There may be further conditions that the individual may need to meet before any funding could be re-instated or applied for following any penalties awarded by the DDC.

At the time of issuing sanctions the Union DDC may also apply conditions on the player returning to competition when eligible e.g.: exposure to regular drug testing, or attendance at rehabilitation or educational programmes.  The player must agree in writing to any such conditions at the time the sanctions and conditions are imposed.  Union may require confirmation that such conditions have been met prior to the player’s reinstatement.  

The Union DDC may order any person found guilty of a doping offence to pay some or all of the relevant costs.

g) 
Doping Offences under other Governing Body Rules:

The Union will recognise and implement any disciplinary action imposed by the FIH, EHF, GBOH or other Home Nation disciplinary committees relating to doping offences. The Union will recognise sanctions imposed by other sports recognised by UK Sport. 

h) 
Appeal Procedure:

An Appeal Panel (as defined in the Union bye laws)  will hear any  appeal against the DDC’s decision. Subject to any appeal requirement by the FIH under its rules, which shall take precedence, the procedures for such  appeal are laid down in the Union bye laws.

i) 
Reinstatement Tribunal

On completion of any suspension given for a doping offence by the Union the offender must apply to be re-instated to the sport. The Union will appoint a Tribunal of not less than 3 persons who have not previously been involved in the case to review the case and ensure that all of the conditions of suspension have been met. The Tribunal shall meet within 14 days of the application for re-instatement and will consider written submissions only. If the application for re-instatement is agreed then the offender shall be informed in writing within 7 days and given permission to return to the sport from the date of the Tribunal. The re-instatement will be notified to UK Sport.

If the Tribunal feels that it is not possible to make a judgement based on the written submissions then a hearing will be called within 28 days of the application and the offender will be invited to attend. The procedures for that hearing will be as for an Appeals Panel hearing.

If the Tribunal is not satisfied that the conditions of suspension have been met they may then issue advice to the offender as to what must be done to meet the conditions and when it would be permissible to apply again for re-instatement.

4. Review of the Regulations 

The Regulations  are regularly reviewed by the board of directors of the Union (“Board”) .

WHUL Board

April 2004
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