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CLUBS AND SCHOOLS CIRCULAR
June 2004
Dear Club Secretary / Head of PE

This is the normal end of season circular. There are a number of important points contained within this paper and I would ask that they are dealt with and actioned as soon as possible. Some of the actions required necessitate a fairly quick response time and I would be extremely grateful if they were dealt with within the timescales requested.

Please ensure that the contents are brought to the attention of all your members and that they are made aware of the various changes and implications.

If any of your members wish to have their own copy, the circular is available on the Welsh Hockey Union website at: www.welsh-hockey.co.uk or upon request in electronic format at info@welsh-hockey.co.uk
Welsh Hockey Union Limited Annual General Meeting 11 January 2004

The following decisions were agreed / confirmed at the AGM:-

· Directors elected:

Three Years Election

Alison Cook & William Barletta

Two Years Election


Alan Rookes & Ian Ord

One Year Election

Margaret Edwards & John Turton

· Registration Fees for season 2004/2005: -

Club Fee (payable by all clubs irrespective of merged status)



£41

Team Fee (payable for each Senior team playing competitive hockey)

£10

Senior Member (Player, Umpire, Coach, Administrator etc)



£16.50

Youth Member (aged 13 to 17 incl. as at 1/1/05)




£6

Intermediate Member (aged 11-12 as at 1/1/05)




£4

Mini Member (aged under 11 as at 1/1/05)





£2

Secondary Schools








£15

Primary Schools








£10

Clubs should note that the above fee includes the provision of civil liability insurance for those members registered with the Welsh Hockey Union. Schools are not covered in this way and should ensure their own liability insurance is in place. Secondary Schools fees should be forwarded to their appropriate Area Secretary. Primary Schools may either include their fee with their entry fee to the National Primary School competition or return it direct to this office.

Those reports tabled at the AGM are available for viewing on the Union’s website at www.welsh-hockey.co.uk

WHU Change of Offices

Please note that with effect from Monday 28th June the WHU will be moving to Severn House, Station Terrace, Ely, Cardiff CF5 4AA. The telephone and fax numbers will be changed but unfortunately BT are unable to confirm the new numbers at present.  The existing email address however will remain unchanged as info@welsh-hockey.co.uk Please ensure you advise all those who may have reason to contact us of the new details
European U-21 Women’s Tournament – Swansea – 25/31 July
As you will already be aware we are hosting the above tournament on the new pitch at King George V Playing Fields, Swansea over 25th to 31st July. This is the first such tournament to be held in Wales for some 8 years and being held during the school holidays will provide everybody with the opportunity to watch top class hockey. Entry fees are have been kept deliberately low to encourage attendance and it is hoped that Wales will receive substantial vocal support in their attempt to qualify for the World Cup. Please help to publicise the event by placing the enclosed posters in a prominent position. If you are interested in helping the organising committee please contact Colin Crayford on 01446-746611 or at colincrayford@ntlworld.com Full information regarding the tournament can be obtained at www.juniorwomens2004.co.uk
Mixed International – Newport – 18 July
With the current series score between Wales and England standing at 7-6 to England, Wales have the opportunity to draw level at this year’s match, which will take place at Spytty Park, Newport on Sunday 18th July at 13:00. Entertainment will be provided before the game as well as food and refreshments being available throughout and I would ask that you pass this information on to as many members as possible as their support would be greatly appreciated by the squad. Posters advertising the match are enclosed and I would also ask that these are placed in a prominent position.

Club Details
Please find enclosed the usual Club Officers’ form, which should be completed and returned to the WHU no later than 31st July. There are some amendments to the form, which should receive your particular attention. For those clubs who have not forwarded a central e-mail address to the Union please do so as it is likely that more and more information will be issued electronically and it is probable that you will ‘miss-out’ on various communications issued. This is part of the on-going exercise to reduce postage costs. Please ensure all details are completed including the full contact details of your Club Child Protection Officer (CCPO) although the latter is not required in the case of University teams.

Men’s & Women’s U-21 and Junior Academy Head Coach Positions
Over the course of the next few months the selection process will commence for Head Coach appointments for the 4 positions at U-21 and Junior Academy Men’s and Women’s International Squads. Please ensure that anybody interested keeps an eye on the Union website for the adverts.

Registration of Members

Although the majority of clubs ensured their registration of members for last season was forwarded by the cut-off date of 31st October regretfully some had to be chased on a number of occasions before all the necessary information was received. I would inform you that there will be no such ‘leniency’ period this coming season with ALL appropriate members’ information to be received by 31st October. Spot checks will be undertaken in the various WHU competitions and the opportunity is taken to remind you that the WHU Board has the power to impose sanctions on any club or school not registering and paying its full fees by 31st October.

Please ensure that any new members are detailed on the enclosed ‘Members Registration Form’ with amendments to existing members to be annotated on the club printout, also enclosed. Please ensure that the club printout is returned with all details as opposed to separate sheets, which considerably adds to the time taken in keying the information. You will also find a final copy of your total registrations for 2003/2004 season for your retention. We have wherever possible issued information (circulars, press releases) to those individuals whose e-mail addresses have been previously advised to us. However it is becoming increasingly apparent that a large number of addresses have been changed without the new details being forwarded. Please ensure that ALL the e-mail addresses forwarded are correct, deleting those that no longer apply.   
It is vital for both your members and your club that the fees are paid as civil liability insurance cover will not be provided to anybody remaining unregistered with the WHU.

Please also ensure that you detail the number of teams, both Senior and Junior on the summary form, as this information is vital for our continued funding. Regretfully forms will be returned if the information is not detailed.

Anti-Doping Regulations

Following the decision of the FIH to accept the World Anti Doping Agency (WADA) code, the WHU’s own regulations will be updated over the course of the next few months. The new WADA code tightens the regulations in all areas and if your members are in any doubt as to what they can and cannot take please refer them to the UK Sport database at www.uksport.gov.uk/did where full information on all permitted substances obtainable both in the UK and worldwide is available.

Child Protection Regulations

As clubs will be well aware from previous circulars the area of Child Protection is receiving more and more attention. In the January 2004 circular all club were requested to ensure that a suitable person was designated to take on this vital role with a strong recommendation that each Club Child Protection Officer (CCPO) attend one of the many Child protection courses available. As the next stage a copy of the new WHU regulations is enclosed which must be passed to your CCPO without delay. The regulations include details of what to do when a new volunteer is obtained including application, reference and declaration forms as well as guidelines for transporting children and young people. Details are also included for the occasions when photographs are likely to be taken. It is extremely important that the WHOLE of your club are aware of the regulations and I would suggest the matter is discussed at your next Club Management / Executive committee meeting. If for any reason you have not elected a suitable volunteer the likelihood is that the work will need to be undertaken by your Club Secretary. 

The WHU have registered with the Welsh Council for Voluntary Action (WCVA) for them to act as our ‘umbrella’ body for Criminal Records Bureau purposes and this will be rolled out to all clubs (excluding University clubs) in due course. As part of the requirements of the CRB each club must provide a name of at least one counter-signatory who will be responsible for completing the application forms for their club’s own members upon whom it is considered a check should be made. This will require training of approximately one hours duration and will arranged free of charge on a regional basis. In view of the work involved at both club and national level the roll-out will take approximately 12/18 months to complete as all volunteers involved with children in any way e.g. coaches, managers, youth coordinators, umpires, parents who provide transport to away matches etc MUST be CRB checked. Whilst the service provided will be free it is vital that the checks are undertaken and not ignored. 

This is one of the most important matters that has been raised during recent years and each club must take on the responsibility of ensuring that their junior members are as ‘safe’ as possible. It is a sobering fact that by the time a child molester is caught they have committed, on average, 60 offences!

If any club or CCPO requires clarification on any of the above or further guidance on the Child Protection Regulations please contact me.
Umpiring
Clubs may recall the message from last year in which the acute shortage of umpires was explained. Unfortunately the situation has not improved and consideration is being given to implementing a system whereby suitably qualified umpires are available for all neutral matches. Since the WHU Development section launched the Dragon and Foundation umpiring awards for younger umpires, over 100 have been qualified and deployed to assist in officiating new teams. It is anticipated that this initiative will be continued via the WHUA with effect from September 2004. If anybody of any age wishes to take up umpiring please contact the WHUA Secretary, Carolyn Llewellyn at Carolyn.Llew@btopenworld.com who will be able to offer advice as to courses etc. Any membership enquiries should be directed to the membership Secretary, Jen Barton at Jenbarton@southwaleshockey.co.uk 
Youth Forum / Global Marathon
During the 2nd annual youth conference held in Cardiff on April 23 – 25, the hockey activators (youth attendees aged between 15 – 21) were charged with the task of planning and delivering a hockey development initiative based on club development, linked to the FIH global youth hockey Marathon. The Hockey Activators split themselves into 3 groups as they felt the event should be held in each of the three recognised regions of Wales:  West, East and North.

Youth hockey activators who were attending their 2nd Annual Conference (2nd Graders) were in charge of organising the event with new recruits having the opportunity to deliver.

The WHU youth activators meet quarterly and in September 2003 devised an annual plan of events and projects.  One of their national projects was to devise a skills award to include 3 levels of awards aimed at challenging all players. These included: bronze – novice players, silver – intermediate and gold – advanced skills.  It was agreed that each of the activators would develop a skill and forward to Bethan Walsh, who was coordinating the project.  It was also agreed that prior to the skills award being prepared for print, that it should be piloted at the FIH Global Youth Marathon event in May 2004.  It is intended to source a sponsor to underwrite the cost of producing the WHU skills award, which will be launched onto the web site and can be downloaded by club coaches to use with players with no charge.

Each region decided to target two age groups for development, U-11’s linked to the Welsh Dragon Hockey initiative, as these players are unlikely to be currently playing in clubs.  This age group was selected with a view to linking up with local clubs, with a programme including fun based learning through game related play.  U-16’s would concentrate on skill development.

The 2nd graders booked the facilities, invited schools, coordinated the players replies, players consent forms, registers, organised equipment and set the agenda for the day.  They then held a debrief meeting with the 1st graders one week prior to the event to allocate tasks and discuss the agenda.

The 1st graders were tasked with production of certificates for all attendees, along with name badges and club flyers with information regarding their local clubs, contact names, numbers and details of when and where they train.

The Under 11’s followed the Sports Council for Wales Dragon Sport game cards, which were delivered by the 1st graders, who incidentally had qualified as “Dragon Sport organisers” at the Youth Conference held in April.

As Wales are hosting the U-21 Women’s European Nations Trophy in Swansea in July, each group was asked to select a team who will be playing in that event.  The teams also played in a mini European festival that was umpired by the 1st graders with all participants receiving certificates.  Each event was furthermore “sponsored” by the Unitary Authorities, who supplied T-shirts, pens and water bottles to all participants.

The Under 16 group programme included piloting of the newly devised WHU skills cards, which was followed by a European tournament in line with the U-11 programme, again promoting the event to be held in Swansea in July.  

Despite the varying playing abilities the skills cards appeared to challenge all.  Following minor modifications it is intended to launch these onto the WHU web site by September 2004 ready for the new season!

An additional development day for candidates will be held in Swansea in July linked to the European Women’s U 21 event. All hockey activators will meet in September to devised an annual youth programme for 2004 – 2005 which includes establishing their own national youth web site! The event was attended by club coaches, parents, volunteers and WHU Hockey Development Officers to whom we offer our grateful thanks.
European Club Tournaments / English National League
Congratulations to all the Welsh clubs who played in the various European competitions. Both Penarth LHC and UWIC LHC were extremely close to obtaining promotion with both clubs eventually finishing 3rd. Results of all the European club tournaments can be found on the Union website at www.welsh-hockey.co.uk   A full list of those clubs which have qualified for European club tournaments next season is detailed at the end of this circular. Congratulations must be offered to both Whitchurch HC and Swansea LHC for obtaining places in the English National League (EHL) next season. Both clubs will have to undertake a substantial amount of travelling in fulfilling their fixtures including a number of trips to Yorkshire and we wish them both every success. This is the first time that Wales have had both Men’s and Ladies clubs in the EHL and no doubt they will appreciate your support at any of their fixtures.

Allsport Medical Supplies

Allsport are in the process of providing a ‘hockey specific’ first aid kit and full details will be available on the WHU website as soon as the information is received. It is becoming increasingly important that each team maintains their own first aid kit and the reasonably priced kits will fit the bill.

Friends of Welsh Hockey Monthly Draw
Full details of the recent winners in the WHU Friends Draw are available on the Union website at www.welsh-hockey.co.uk . If anybody wishes to join the Draw, which has raised considerable funds for the WHU over the years, please contact either Roger Caddick on 029-2036-2860 or the WHU office. 

Press Coverage and Hockey Sport
Every month a minimum of two pages within Hockey Sport are dedicated to ‘Welsh News’ although due to the lack of information forthcoming from clubs it is becoming increasingly difficult to maintain these pages at existing levels. Please forward any information that you may have to Gillies01@aol.com It is not just match reports that are required (although some would obviously be welcomed) but human-interest stories i.e. 3 father and sons or 3 mothers and daughters playing in the same team, that are required. Numerous phone calls are received from the media looking for such stories but unless you tell us we cannot tell them!

Veterans Hockey
The Veterans Four Nations International Tournament for Over 50’s and Over 40’s is to be played over the weekend of the 4th/5th of September at Cannock Hockey Club.  Preparations are in progress with a training weekend over the 31st July/1st August being held at WIS with games against the Combined Services and Warlocks teams.

Divisionals - Our Over 50’s came a creditable 3rd at the Divisionals held at Old Loughtonians over the weekend of 1st/2nd May. The Over 40’s Divisionals held at East Grinstead the following weekend saw it clash with the Welsh Veterans Cup Final making several players unavailable. 

XO team - Our newly formed XO side (over 57’s) had their first win against the well established Ancient Britons, 3 – 1 at Bath.  The next fixture is in August against an English XO side. 

Wales veterans are always looking for new blood.  If you feel you would like to get involved please contact Bernie Wheeler on the_wheelers@talk21.com or 01834 891218 for more information of up and coming events.

Rule Interpretations
Please note that the FIH have advised that any new rules will not be introduced until January of each year and as such rulebooks will not be available until that time.

Club Competition Results – Season 2003 / 2004
Women

HSBC National League

Swansea LHC

(2005 European Club Championship Challenge)

Welsh Cup


Swansea LHC

(Penarth LHC-2005 European Cup Winners Cup Trophy)

Welsh Indoor Cup

Penarth LHC

(2005 European Club Indoor Championship Challenge)

Welsh Plate


Cwmtawe LHC

Welsh Shield


Colwyn Bay LHC

2nd Xl Cup


Swansea Ladies HC

Veterans Cup


Howardian Ladies HC

Men

Club Championship

Cardiff HC 

(2005 European Club Championship Trophy)

Welsh Cup


Whitchurch HC

(2005 European Cup Winners Cup Challenge)

Welsh Indoor Cup

Swansea Bay HC
(2005 European Club Indoor Championship Challenge)

Welsh Shield


UC Cardiff HC

2nd Xl Cup


Whitchurch HC

Veterans Cup


Swansea Bay HC

Chris Brewer
Director of Hockey 
Enclosures

Clubs









Club details form (for return by 31st July)

Registration Fees 2004/2005 return




Club Printout (showing 2003/2004 data for retention)

Club Printout (showing no fees for return to Fay Davison after being updated, by 1st October)

Blank registration fees (for new members)

Child Protection Regulations

European U-21 Women tournament poster (English & Welsh)

Mixed International Poster (English & Welsh)

Schools

Schools details form (for return by 31st July)

Registration Fees 2004/2005 return (to be returned via School Area Secretary for Secondary Schools or direct to WHU Office for Primary Schools)

European U-21 Women tournament poster (English & Welsh)

Mixed International Poster (English & Welsh)

Please note that with effect from 28th June the WHU Office will be moving to:

Severn House, Station Terrace, Ely, Cardiff CF5 4AA

Phone & fax numbers to be advised
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