1. Introduction

Do you represent a small community or voluntary group with a project idea that:

· Has never been undertaken in your community or by your group

· Will help improve the quality of life for people within the target groups outlined in Appendix three

· Is a distinctive project with an element of risk?

· Will help socially excluded people gain skills and training which as a result will improve their employment prospects

· Will help combat social exclusion and contribute towards the regeneration of your local community

If the points above apply to your idea then the Social Risk Fund may be able to help you…

The Social Risk Fund is a small grants scheme administered by Wales Council for Voluntary Action and now in its fourth successful year. The aim of the fund is to support small organisations with innovative ideas, which, contribute to the regeneration of local communities across Wales.

The scheme provides community and voluntary groups with easy and speedy access to European funding. WCVA has drawn a package of funds together from the European Social Fund, under the Objective 1 and Objective 3 programmes and from the National Assembly for Wales.

Grants of up to £10,000 are available to cover the total cost of eligible projects, with no need for match funding! There are no set deadlines for applications so your group can apply for funding at anytime during the lifetime of the scheme (March 2004 – December 2006).  WCVA aims to make the assessment process as fast as possible so that you will hear whether your group’s completed application is successful within 30 working days of receipt of all information required for assessment.

Are you eligible?

The Social Risk Fund aims to support projects that combat social exclusion and marginalisation. It will fund eligible activities that help target groups to take steps towards acquiring new skills, including life and social skills, which will increase their employment opportunities.

To be an eligible organisation:

· You must be a legally constituted organisation

· You must be a community-based/voluntary organisation 

· You must be independent of government and private sectors

· Your annual gross income cannot exceed £100,000 

· The people your project seeks to support must be aged between 16 and 64

· The project must take place in Wales 

· You must have a written equal opportunities statement or demonstrate that you are working towards adopting one

Other eligible organisations

Other eligible organisations, that are legally constituted and provide wider community/social benefit, could include (subject to examination of governing documents):

· Community businesses and co-operatives

· the voluntary housing movement

· non membership charitable trusts

· self help / mutual aid groups

· community and local organisations, community associations, village halls etc
· training charities

· women’s aid groups

· charitable industrial and provident societies

· sports groups with community / social benefit

· religious organisations with social benefit

European funding not for you?  – help is at hand

If you would like further information about the scheme, help deciding if your project idea is eligible for support or help with completing your application form, please contact our team of Social Risk Fund advisors, who are based across Wales.  Aaron Walters is based in Colwyn Bay, Ingela Mann in Newtown and Iestyn Evans in Pontypridd.  They will be able to provide your group with the advice and guidance that you need. 

Before completing your application we strongly recommend that you contact the Social Risk Fund advisor based in your local area who can meet with you and provide guidance in the completion of your application.
                                                  North Wales Advisor

Aaron Walters

( 01492 539816/ 07841 603662

( awalters@wcva.org.uk
Mid Wales Advisor

Ingela Mann

( 01686 611053/ 07841 603654

( imann@wcva.org.uk

South Wales Advisor

Mike Shirley

(01267 229323 / 07841 603670

( mshirley@wcva.org.uk
Administration and claims

( 02920 431700

( socialrisk@wcva.org.uk
An electronic application pack is available and your local advisor will be happy to work with your draft application by email.  Please contact the advisor based in your area for this information.














