What are the WHU going to do to improve competition in Wales?

· Introduce coaching or raise the standard of coaching at clubs through the Club Accreditation Scheme and, through the WHUA, improve standards of officials all of which will have a beneficial effect on overall playing standards. 

· Consider with Regional Associations and league committees the introduction or development of “friendly leagues” at the beginning of the competition ladder

· Introduce changes to the Cup competition that will encourage participation and improve the final as a spectacle – some decisions for 2007/8 have been made and will be announced soon whilst further consultation will take place in the autumn concerning some more comprehensive proposals for implemented into the 2008/09 season.

· Encourage the strengthening of Clubs through improved Club-School links

England has stopped U14’s playing Club Hockey. Are Wales going to do 

the same?

· The WHU are aware of the issues and the concerns amongst clubs that the impact of a similar policy in Wales would have.

· The WHU is due to commence a review of the position in Wales at the next Board Meeting. 

What chance have Wales of competing in the Commonwealth Games again.

· Qualification for the Commonwealth Games is dependent on ranking points acquired and accumulated through performance at identified EHF European and FIH World competition over several years.

· The situation is different for the Men and Women,

· It will be difficult for the Women to qualify in the short term, particularly as they are currently playing in the ‘C’ division in the European and hence will not be able to gain a sufficient  points but if successful this year will look to 2014.

· The men have the opportunity to gain valuable ranking points in the Europeans this September and if other results go their way then they could qualify for Delhi 2010.

What will Club Accreditation do for us, a small club in West Wales?

· Allows your club to market yourself as an Accredited Club.

· You will be able to access a series of benefits and support to be announced from the Welsh Hockey Union and receive practical support from Development Officers.

· It will give greater credence to Community Chest applications. 

· It will mean a Club is more attractive to schools in making the links.

I am a business man and I want to help Welsh Hockey, How can I do that?

· Strategic Groups recently formed are invited to involve experienced volunteers and people with relevant skills to join as group members – an advert will follow shortly about this.

· Dependent on which areas of experience and interest, numerous opportunities exist at both NGB and Club levels through the open process of nomination for positions.

· Naturally, there are numerous opportunities to sponsor Welsh Hockey. The strategic marketing plan is being developed, but in the meantime, should you wish to discuss sponsorship, contact the WHU without delay. 

My child travels 35 miles to play hockey at the age of 12 and I think this is unacceptable. What is going to change to improve this?

· As a result of our emphasis to increase the number of coaches operating in Wales and in conjunction with Club accreditation, you should notice an increasing number of opportunities to develop and train. 

· As a result of that and as part of improved Club-School links, the emphasis will be to increase the number of junior teams operating – part of the Development officers remit. This should build on the already successful youth and school events.

· Discussions are under way to provide improved opportunities to play hockey at school

· It is planned to put in place a series of Performance Centres geographically spread across Wales that will act as a hub in conjunction with all other clubs to provide 

· Central Venue junior leagues with regular competition are being discussed now.

It costs me over £1500 to support my youngster playing international hockey a season. I can’t afford it! Is there any help available?

· The WHU has a pay to play (i.e. a capped amount from each player in support of the overall programme at each age group) policy which has been re-emphasised with all squads this season and will be rigorously enforced next season

· As of September 07 we will be placing great focus and scrutiny on our squads programmes and the costing of them in order to ensure a balance of what is costs and what the benefits are in terms of player development.

· There is an avenue to apply for a grant either through Sport Aid or Dadds-Higgins Trust for those in hardship.

· Currently working with UA’s to identify and develop funds for underprivileged children.

· We always encourage fundraising through your club to help support your internationals.

Lots of Children take part in Dragon Sport but have nowhere to go after Primary School. What is being done to address this issue?

· The WHU are looking at every option that may lead to hockey becoming increasingly available in Secondary Schools.

· With the increase of clubs with a coaching we aim to provide greater opportunity to develop hockey skills out side of school time.

· Developing links between the school and local clubs in the hope of strengthening the standard of teams in both environments.

· Placing a greater emphasis on County Hockey we hope to encourage more girls to continue with their technical development.

· In cooperation with the Education Sector we hope to encourage more teachers to attend the WHU ‘Coaching for Teachers’ course now in place to help increase numbers and session ideas.

· Teachers and club volunteers are also encouraged to attend a new ‘Hockey Organisers Workshop’ to gain hockey knowledge to that take back to their school or clubs.

