REGISTRATION REGULATIONS 

1. Introduction

These regulations (“the Regulations”) govern the requirements as to registration with the Welsh Hockey Union Limited (“the Union”) and must be considered with the Union Pitchside Rules of Conduct and the Union Child Protection Regulations and in the spirit of the game of hockey within Wales.  

2. Registration of Players
2.1 The registration fees for players and officials will be set at the Annual General Meeting or Extraordinary General Meeting of the Union and players/officials registration will be completed on the necessary forms as required in the bye laws of the Union.

2.2 The players and officials registration scheme will apply to all players/officials either playing for a club or national side that compete under the auspices of the Union as follows:

Players under 11 as at 1 January in the year of competition 

Players 11 to 12 as at 1 January in the year of competition

Players 13 to 17 as at 1 January in the year of competition

Players and Officials 18 years and over 

Fees will be set at the Union AGM.

2.3 Players and officials must register each year by completing the players / officials form as appropriate.

2.4 Any player or official once registered with the Union shall not have to pay another registration fee if the player or official transfers to another club within the same season.

2.5  A player or official can only register with one club at a time unless also playing for an “Occasional” club or a club associated with the player’s educational establishment i.e. School, College or University. Players who play only for an “Occasional” club are governed by the regulations for such clubs for the time being in force. A player registering for more than one club will be dealt with by the Disciplinary Committee of the Union as the Committee deems fit.

2.6  Registration will not be accepted unless it is with the consent of a parent/guardian for all those of 15 and under on the 1st January in the year of competition. The club is responsible for ensuring that such consent has been obtained.

2.7 Students and very occasional players must be covered by a club's insurance and such players must not infringe league and / or cup competition rules.

2.8 A player or official, once a paid up and registered member, will not pay more than one registration fee, if the team in which that player / official participates disbands and the player or official applies to register with another club.

2.9 It is the responsibility of the club to check players birth certificates or medical certificate to ensure that players are either under 11 years, under 13 years or under 18 years at 1st January in the year of competition, on first registration. No date of birth will incur automatic Adult registration.

2.10 A registration form will not be accepted by the Union unless it is fully completed, signed by parents, players and club secretary where indicated and relevant.

2.11 A player must be registered with the Union at least 24 hours prior to playing in a league and / or cup competition and must not infringe league and / or cup rules.

2.12 The Union board of Directors (“Board”) or the Union Disciplinary Committee may cancel a player or official registration if the Union or the game of hockey be brought into disrepute or the player or official be in debt to the Union or a club / Association.

3. Transfers

3.1 The transfer of a player from one club to another must be completed on the appropriate "Transfer Form".  The requesting club must initiate the transfer form and obtain the consent of player, (and parent where necessary). Both clubs must sign the transfer form.

3.2 The requesting club must forward the completed form and player’s registration number to the Union within seven days of completion.

3.3 Players cannot represent the new club until the new club has been informed the transfer is accepted by the Union.

3.4 If a club refuses to sign a player transfer form within seven days or withholds the player's transfer, then the requesting club may make application to the Board to intervene and make a decision as to whether the transfer should take place.

3.5 Normally no transfer shall be withheld unless there are exceptional circumstances or the player is in financial or other dispute with their present club.

3.6 A transfer should normally take no longer than seven days to complete and written notice should be given by the requesting club.

3.7 A player transferring to or from another club within Wales cannot transfer again during the season unless the club has been disbanded or ceases to play.

3.8 No transfer will be permitted after 31st December of each year unless approved by the Board for exceptional circumstances or the club disbands or ceases to play.

3.9 The rules applicable to each league or competition will apply to transferring players i.e. be league or cup tied.

3.10 Only one approach shall be made by a club to the same player during the current season; see section 6 for the meaning of 'approach'.

3.11 Any club found guilty of inducing or attempting to induce, either directly or indirectly, a player or players of another team to join their club shall be guilty of misconduct and shall be liable to expulsion or such penalty as the Union Disciplinary Committee shall decide; see section 6 for the meaning of 'induce'.

3.12 As a matter of good practice Clubs should record in writing all relevant matters in this section 4. The Union Pitchside Code of Conduct applies in all matters relating to transfers. 

4. Appeal

Any club, school, official, player, coach, umpire or member shall have the right to appeal against any decision made by the   Board and / or Union Disciplinary Committee in respect or registrations or transfers to an Appeals Panel of the Union whose decision shall be final. Any such appeal must be made in accordance with the provisions of the Right of Appeal as set out in the byelaws of the Union.

5. Child Protection Registration Requirements

All clubs, schools and associations that are members of the Union must comply with the Child Protection Regulations of the Union from time to time in force in respect of all their members whether playing or social members and must supply to the Union forthwith following recruitment to membership of an individual who will be working with child members of the club, school or association all forms required to be completed by, or in respect of, the individual pursuant to the Child Protection Regulations of the Union from time to time in force. 

6. Interpretations

6.1   'Officials' shall include umpires and technical officials on the active list.

6.2   ‘Season’ shall mean 1st September to 31st August as appropriate.

6.3   'Approach' shall mean that the current club is informed by the requesting club or the player that there will be discussion as to the transfer.

6.4
'Inducement' means that the current club is not made aware of any discussion as to the transfer.

6.5   An ‘occasional’ club is one which only participates in friendly matches from time to time and takes no part in any Union sanctioned Competition or League

6.6   An educational club is one that exists to participate in competitions solely arranged for that sector e.g. BUSA 

6.7   Where there is any doubt about the construction of 6.3 to 6.6 above inclusive, clubs should refer to the Union so as to avoid error.
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