Executive Summary

Welsh Hockey Union Limited Board Meeting

28th January 2005

The Chairman welcomed Jen Barton to her first meeting and recognised the enormous contribution made by Margaret Edwards who had decided not to stand for re-election at the AGM.

The Chairman also congratulated Anne Ellis on being awarded the Sydney Friskin Memorial award by the Hockey Writers Club.

Financial

· Full sets of Accounts had not been available at the AGM due to a number of factors. Arrangements would be put in place to ensure that this would not be repeated.

· Some UA’s were late in invoicing WHU for their LDO’s costs resulting in accruals in the accounts.

· A high-level summary of the income/expenditure/forecast will be made available to Board prior to each meeting.

FIH Proposal / GB

· Scotland had voted against the proposition and as such it had not been approved by the GB Board.

· A letter outlining the WHU position had been sent to FIH.

· England will be the GB nominees in GB’s attempt to qualify for the next Olympics.

· It was recommended that the CEO’s of all three Home Countries should meet to discuss funding implications.

Reports
· An application had been submitted to SCW in respect of funding should our Junior Women qualify for the World Cup in Chile.

· A number of suggestions from Colwyn Bay HC had been received and were discussed. The Board agreed to consider further when fees are next discussed i.e. prior to the next AGM.

· It was agreed that the WHU Bank accounts should be transferred to HSBC in line with the proviso in their new sponsorship agreement.

· We are to investigate the creation of a new / re-launched WHU website with quotations / tenders to be obtained.

Board Related issues
· Mike Bull (MB) confirmed details for the forthcoming Springboard weekend over 11/13 March. This is to be 100% funded by WSA.

· MB also spoke to his report on possible restructuring of the Board.

Personnel Matters
· MB updated the Board on the current staffing situation.

Any Other Business
· Rob Riley was confirmed as the new International Mixed Squad Manager.

· It was agreed that Anne Ellis would be WHU’s official representative for the Commonwealth Games Council for Wales.

· It was noted that both the Welsh Assembly and SCW had declined to make funding available unless the Council implemented various changes recommended following the previous Games.

· CJB advised that a letter was expected shortly from North Wales regarding the difficulties being experienced by a number of their clubs.

· CJB advised that the FIH had introduced a new rule regarding the maximum bow/rake of sticks. This is due to be implemented with effect from 1st January 2006 for International matches and 1st June 2006 for all domestic hockey.

· Alison Cook (AC) advised of the potential clashes that may exist between the North v South matches and EHA national League play-offs. Other clubs also have difficulties with the original date.

Chris Brewer

Operations Manager 
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