Minutes of Welsh Hockey Union Competitions Committee meeting held at Brynafon Country Hotel, Rhyader on Sunday 20th July 2002 at 10.30.

Present 

               Alison Cook
Chair

               Anne Mullin
National Co-ordinator  women

               Roger Harris
National Co-ordinator men

               Pat Knowles
North region men

               Neil Maylan

South region men  

               Carol Brookes
North region women 

               Judith Evans
South region women 

               Jen Barton

WHUA representative

1.
Apologies

             Brian Scott secretary

Alison informed the meeting that Brian had resigned and that she had written to him expressing thanks for his hard work and dedication to this committee.

Carol agreed to act as minuting secretary.

2.
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted after the following amendments:
   Delete   `women` after     Apologies   Neil Maylan

   Page 2     RAF championship     add school

3.
Matters arising
Cwmtawe - Swansea

Cwmtawe had not paid their fine. It was suggested that the amount be deducted from their HSBC expenses but they have not claimed .It was agreed that Chris Brewer was to pursue this matter.

6. National Competition rules

              There had been no response from Mike Chard. All clubs entered but had not received a copy of the rules.

4.
Correspondence

Northop Hall men citing the lack of refreshments after 2nd X1 cup final.  Alison had raised this at the WHU executive and she had replied to Northop Hall.

Discussion ensued regarding the expense for Clubs from the North competing in National Competitions as the finals are always held in Cardiff.  Should they be assisted?   There would be problems as to the source of the income to help these clubs.  It was decided to keep the issue on the table and in the future we may be able to resolve it.  But it will be reviewed on a season to season basis.

South Wales Women Under-16 and Under-18

It had been agreed that the area be split into South West and South East as had happened with Under-21 last season. South Wales indicated that there were problems. This was discussed at length and it was decided that our original decision be adhered to.

Under-21

South Wales are not going to produce teams. They questioned the purpose of this competition and had written to Pam Richards for her views. How did this fit into the coaches’ plans?  There has been no response.  The North supported the continuation of this competition.

5. Reports

 2002 Finals

 Everything had gone well.

Calendar 2002 - 2003
There had been problems with this and it was late coming out.  The National League fixtures will be on Sundays.

Fixtures
South v North for boys and girls 17/11/02 and 10/11/02 at W.I.S. these were on the calendar but no discussions had taken place with the Regions.  This does not fit in with the women’s fixtures in the North.           

Alan Lints suggested that the top clubs (men and women) have a further competition.

The questions of finance and organisation were raised and were not resolved.

Indoor finals men

It was noted that these were earlier than usual and clashed with the North men’s programme.

Cup / Plate competition semi finals and finals.
The proposed change of format had brought several responses from the women clubs regarding this. The cost of umpires, pitch hire and technical personnel were discussed. It was decided that the use of a neutral venues would be prohibitive.  The venues would be as for previous rounds.

North Men

Pat had produced a comprehensive written report.  Several teams had been promoted in the North West leagues.  It had been decided to include development teams in the North Wales league. They would play 3 home and away matches and 10 home only.  This will help clubs to broaden their base membership and increase participation.

South Men

Roger reported that it had been a successful season in the Gerrard league.  The Welsh had held their own.  Cardiff had increased a level. The Badgers league had been maintained and the number of participants increased.

The Daffodils league was for smaller clubs.  More hockey would be played. Lampeter and Aberystwyth were included in the league but Aberystwyth 2nd XI would play in North Wales.

North Women

Carol reported that 3 divisions would be maintained in the North Wales League.  Colwyn Bay would rejoin Division 1. The League Cup proved to be successful as a knockout competition. Annual tournaments are held for seniors and Under-16 club sides.

South Women

Judith reported that the Leagues will be run by a Committee of 5 a 50% reduction but manageable.  Since the amalgamation of West with South there are 55 teams.  The Teifi and Pembroke leagues have 13 teams. Aberystwyth Uni have been placed in Division 4.  The South clubs needed to be reminded that the Uni team have to travel 9 times to their one!  I expect matches to be conceded!!!  Clubs are forming development teams and these are already in Div 4 but others can be included in Div 5.

Men’s Co-ordinator

Cup competitions

Cup an increase of 1(Rhyl) but fewer in 2nd XI cup, Shield and Vets the same.

Women’s Co-ordinator

Europeans play off Cardiff Athletic beat UWIC

Schools competitions

All affiliated schools had been contacted re the dates, format and organisation by rota of their competitions.   There has been no feedback.

Veterans Cup

The clubs had chosen Regional pools.

      Cup
the entries were down only 28

      Shield
24 entered

      Vets
10 possibly 12

6.
WHUA

Jan reported that there were a number of umpires fee outstanding - 20 in all.

Cardiff Athletic
£ 80

Cardiff men

£ 57

Plas Coch   men
£ 46
ladies   £ 34.50

The umpiring committee had agreed that umpires would be appointed by the Regions for the Cup and Shield matches up to the semi finals. The Plate matches - Clubs to appoint their own umpires up to the semi finals.

The fee for matches to be  £ 11.50.

7.
Rules  

 Roger circulated the current rules and the proposed changes had been highlighted.  These were discussed and approved with the following alterations.

 3.11        add `except`

10.6       Change `may` to `will`

It was noted that 3.7 be considered for men’s competitions for next season.

The draws were made for the various competitions.

8.
Finances

David Salter had started to sort out the Competitions finances but he has now resigned.  Currently with the figures to hand we have `broken even`.  But we have no real idea of the financial situation for each of the competitions.  The office system appears to be complicated.  They use Quick Works.

9.
Any other business 

1) It was agreed that Carol order the trophies for the Women’s Cup and Plate and the Men’s Cup competitions.

2) There are no finances for the Technical personnel for the finals could teams be charged and this be used for their expenses?

There being no other business Alison closed the meeting at 14.20.
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