Minutes of WHU Competitions Committee meeting held at Brynafon Country Hotel, Rhayader on Sunday 23rd February 2003 at 10.30

Present   
Alison Cook 
Chair

   

Anne Mullin
National co-ordinator women

Roger Harris   
National co-ordinator men

Jen Barton
WHUA

Judith Evans     South Region women

Pat Knowles      North Region men

Carol Brookes   North Region women

Alison welcomed everyone to the meeting. She extended good wishes to Alan Brookes for a speedy recovery.  Whitchurch men are to be congratulated as champions of their league and they will be taking part in the play off matches for National league.

1.
Apologies

Neil Maylan

2.
Minutes of previous meeting

Date of previous meeting should be 1.9.02

Neil Maylan reported for South Men

"Quik" not Quick books

Add "women and men" to the draws

Add "e" to Anne and change Jan to Jen

The minutes were then accepted as a true record of the meeting

3.
Matters arising 


5. South Region boys played in November but the girls did not.


6. The outstanding fees for umpires have been paid.

4.
Management update 

A working party to be formed to deal with the formation of the WHU into a Limited Company. A note of explanation will be sent to all Clubs.  Every club will need to have a constitution.

The initial payment to teams in European Competition will be 2/3 of the amount with the balance being paid on their return if they have given a daily report to WHU for the web site.

5(i)
National league matches not played – Cwmtawe and Newtown are to be treated the same i.e. 3 pts deducted and a fine of £75. 

Newtown were ordered to pay pitch costs for the Swansea match. They had lodged an appeal but it was really a request for a full explanation.  Alison had replied and this resulted in them withdrawing the appeal.

Cwmtawe v Cardiff A. There have been no pitch costs claimed to date by Cardiff but it was agreed there was to be a charge of £70. Cwmtawe have written to Alison but they have not lodged a formal appeal. The fixture has now been played but they claim they cannot afford to pay the fine despite their not having claimed any expenses from the National League. They were in arrears from last season but they eventually paid after the designated date.

After much discussion it was agreed that we adhere to our original decision and confirmed that disqualification from the National League will be actioned as no formal appeal has been made and if it is made, it must be accompanied by the appropriate fee, Cwmtawe will be advised the implications for non payment and it was agreed that Alison would write to them with notice of their disqualification from the National League. An appeal will still be accepted within 10 days of that letter and they can still pay the £70.00 in the same period. The letter is to include the implications of non-payment in conjunction with South Wales League rules.

5(ii)
The Men's indoor finals were briefly discussed and it was decided that next seasons finals were to be held 14/12/03.  Neil Maylan had written a report with the suggestion that the competition be open to as many teams as wanted to enter.  This lead to a discussion as to the current north/south split and it was agreed Alison would write to the Regions asking for their views as to the split and also the option of making it an open competition but she would outline the difficulties with the latter 

The letter from Plas Coch was discussed and it was decided to fine them £75 together with the entry fee of £40 and disqualify them from next season’s competition.

6.
Reports

These were circulated and additions made. 

South women

Anne added, "Plate - Aberystwyth conceded their match" The rest of the matches had been completed but there are concerns over the number of fixtures being conceded.

2nd XI cup insufficient pitch time had been booked so the match was awarded to Swansea but there was an appeal costing £25 but the decision was upheld.

Under-16 Clubs tournament 15 teams (2 teams from Howardians).

Vets pool games
Pool 1   all matches played 

         
                          Pool 2   2 played 

                                  
Pool 3   North none played

Should we return to specified dates and a knock out competition?

Regionals – under-16 / 18 worked well but there were problems when umpires failed to turn up. It was regrettable that that the South did not have Under-21 teams.

The calendar needs to be looked at regarding competitions. It has been mooted that there is to be a change of age groups.

North men 

There have been problems with University teams in the North West. Bangor University has been disqualified from the League. Bangor City men may combine with the University. Players would have to register with Bangor City but they could still play in BUSA. 

Aberystwyth 2nds are to apply to the South league.

North women

The league programme has gone well on the whole. Colwyn Bay lead Div. 1 

The League cup is at the semi- final stage Newtown v Ruthin & Colwyn Bay  

v Northop Hall.  Arrangements for end of season tournament in April are in hand.

Schools finals   Under-18's in Gwynedd using Bethesda and Llangefni and Under-14 at Plas Coch and Morgan Llwyd, Wrexham.

The schools reps have asked that the PE organisers be informed in plenty of time about pending tournaments in their areas as money needs to be set aside.

South men 

Badger and Daffodil leagues have been formed. Only one club conceded their match v Aberystwyth Uni. South Pembroke men may be promoted and will possibly have to travel to Wiltshire! 

WHU competitions men

Outdoor competitions have reached the ¼ final stages. There have been lots of fines but only 3 were for matches being conceded.

Swansea Bay were the Indoor winners beating Whitchurch 5 - 4. 

South Women

Div.1 Whitchurch Saints, Div.2 Swansea, Div.3 three in contention

No team has conceded to Aberystwyth Uni. and they will be promoted from Div.4.  The new rules have been introduced into the South Wales League with help from the South Women’s Region of the WHUS.

7. Finals weekend

The schedule was agreed as:

13 April

10.00
Ladies Plate

12.15 2nd X1 men

13.30
2nd XI Ladies

      
3rd May  
10.00
Vets




12.00
Ladies Shield




14.30
Men’s Shield



4th May

10.00
Vets




12.00 
Ladies Cup

14.30 Men’s Cup

Alison to contact Ann Ellis re – presentations. We may need a P.A. person.

Entry £2 per day. Remember ball boys and return of trophies.

8.
Draft Calendar for 2003 / 2004

There may be some problems as the Men’s National League play offs are scheduled for the May bank holiday weekend which is the date of our finals. We need to avoid future problems and a change will have to be considered.

Carol asked for a date for the County League – 22 / 23 November.

National League will be on Sundays.

We need in-put from Alan Lints re dates.

9.
Rules Review

Re Shield entry amendment to Men’s Shield.  Currently top 6 teams in South excluded, amend to exclude teams in the Gerrard Premier Divisions and in the North exclude teams above North West Division 1.

HSBC - The registration of some players caused some problems. After discussion it was decided to add `current season`

Umpires - Some concern was expressed regarding the quality / standard of umpires appointed to some matches.

 
Dual membership for Insurance WHU and WHUA


Delete 12.4

12.5b Financial penalty to include ` any expenses incurred by opponents and umpires.

National League slip date to be before 2nd part of the season.

10.
Umpiring & Technical Committee items


None

11.
Financial matters

Alison gave out copies of a spreadsheet she had compiled to try and keep track of the budgets.  Information was sparse as the office was still trying to get SAGE updated.

12.
WHU professional staff

The development officer proposes changes to age groups to Under 15’s!!!!!  Certain authorities are to be targeted for females to participate in hockey.  Under-13 leagues.  Hockey forums to discuss this.

13.
AOB

(i) National League.  Alan Lints wants the top 4 teams to take part in play-offs at WIS to encourage interest and keep the season going.

(ii) The way forward – (1) Ladies integrated with South West Ladies  (2)  Future of the National League?  It no longer has a high profile.  Double fixtures at a single venue could create interest in matches!

(iii) A complaint has been received about the behaviour of a spectator.  Alison wrote to the club but the individual replied.  Alan Rookes and Chris Brewer met the person and his attitude has changed.

(iv) Player registration. A player representing Newtown but was registered with Llanfair.  Transfer forms are now in hand to resolve this but it has been referred to Management.

(v) Under-16 clubs – can the venue alternate?

14.  
Date of next meeting
29/6/03.

Alison Cook

Chair - Competitions Committee

