
Minutes of Welsh Hockey Union Competitions Committee Meeting Held at Brynafon Country Hotel, Rhayader on Sunday 24th February 2002 at 10.30 am
Present
Alison Cook

Chair

Anne Mullin

National Co-ordinator (Women)

Roger Harris

National Co-ordinator (Men)

Carol Brookes

North Region (Women)

Pat Knowles

North Region (Men)

Judith Evans

South Region (Women)

Jennifer Barton

WHUA Representative

Apologies

Neil Maylan

South Region (Women)

Brian Scott

Secretary

Martyn Gallivan

Co-opt

Circulation of Minutes, 
Present + Apologies + Anne Ellis + Hockey Office

1.     Apologies for Absence 

As stated

2.     Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes were accepted and signed as a true record.
3      Matters Arising from Minutes (not included on agenda)
Calendar - was finalised without dates for squad training

4.     Reports

4.1  National Co-ordinators

a)  Women - Written report presented and circulated by AM

National League. The fines imposed on Cwmtawe and Swansea, the resulting appeals and conclusions had been both extremely time consuming and unsatisfactory. 

Concern was expressed that if Colwyn Bay, who had supported the league since conception nine years ago are relegated (bottom of league) there will be no North representative as Carol Brookes indicated that the North Wales winners were unlikely to take up their play off place.

All National competitions had successfully reached the concluding stages but there had been 7 matches conceded which was very worrying when there was one competition less than last year.

Letter to be sent to Llanelli with reference to them conceding Cup matches last two seasons with a fine of  £25.

The Indoor championship was won by Pontypridd on goal difference from Cardiff Athletic (note - Swansea played but did not compete in the competition as could not commit themselves to Europe in 2003 should they win)

Regional Championships – U-16, U-18, U-21 successfully run at Plas Coch Wrexham although South East could not raise a representative U-21 team.  The following questions were raised: who pays for pitch costs - approx. £500 - as North Women stated that the costs in previous years when held in the North were paid by the WHU.  Chair to investigate.  It was agreed that the tournament alternates North / South and the host region pay pitch costs.  

Due to the problems with the U-21 competition the regional reps were asked to go back to their regions and ask whether there was a commitment for the future as late withdrawals may, in future, incur a financial penalty due to wasted pitch costs.

RAF Careers Championships U-14, U-16, U-18 has successfully been completed with additional participation.

RAF Careers U-16 Club Championship - 18 clubs entered

b)  Men - RJH reported

All National competitions had successfully reached the semi-final stage. 

The Indoor championship was won by Swansea Bay on goal difference from Newport. 

Only one dispute in national competitions - Swansea Bay v UW Aberystwyth who were unable to travel, so the match was awarded to Swansea Bay.  There had been 8 matches conceded, five of which involved North v South games.

To date Clubs have been fines a total of £85 for non-fulfillment of administrative requirements.

Regional Competitions - two appeals to the Competitions Chair 1) Newtown v Denbigh, North Wales Cup resolved internally. 2) South Wales entries for National Finals- Cardiff felt they should be allowed to enter, Chair supported regional decision to exclude Cardiff.

Semi -final 2nd XI cup, Whitchurch v UW Cardiff, UW Cardiff failed to turn up. Fined £25 + must pay umpires costs 

c) General  

It was proposed that all teams that have conceded National competitions this season to be fined £25.00, carried on a majority vote.

The future of National Indoor Hockey Competitions is reviewed as it was questioned whether there was still the support for them. 

To avoid long discussions at committee meetings it was felt that there should be fixed fines for conceding matches at given timescales e.g. 5 days, 3 days, 1 day etc.  This would allow the co-ordinators to make quick decisions.  The question was raised as to whether these should be included in the rules as this may lead clubs to believe it was acceptable not to play. To be discussed further at the next meeting when the Rules are reviewed.

4.2 Regional   

a)
North - Women- CB reported

No problems all leagues running smoothly, league season nearing completion.


b) 
North - Men, Written report presented by PK

North West League - 12 of the 23 North Wales teams are now participating within the restructured pyramid. Lancashire and 
Cheshire Associations are opposed to the recognition of the North Wales Region as having full voting rights.  There is a concession with respect to the protection of teams already in the structure, discipline and management representation.

North Wales Cups - Problems with clubs fulfilling fixtures, rules may be change next season to counter this. 

The question of UC Aberystwyth 2nd XI participating in the League next season has not been resolved. 

The concept of development teams participating has been successful, it is hoped more teams will do this next season.

A problem has arisen regarding to determine the North’s team for the N v S play off.

c) 
South - Ladies, Written report presented by JE

Due to bad weather there is a considerable backlog of unplayed matches. 

The clubs has welcomed the introduction of Umpire appointments by WHUA South. 

The experiment of increasing the league committee from 7 to 9 has not proved practical and they are suggesting a reduction rather than increase

West Wales league running as normal. 

d) 
South - Men, AC reported in absence of NM

West and South Wales League have obtained a sponsor.

South Wales will be running a Badger’s league at the end of season

5.      Appeals Update

Covered at 4.1(a) above

6.       National Competition Rules

The Chair had prepared draft National League Rules Which were distributed and discussed with minor alterations to abandonment's and fines. It was agreed that all clubs must agree and sign before entering the League each season.  The Chair will update with the revisions and will pass to Mike Chard to comment on final draft

7.       Finals Weekend 2002

AC / AM / RH to meet to review arrangements

8.       Finals Weekend 2003

The results of the Questionnaire were presented to the meeting; there had been a response from 8 men’s clubs and 15 women's clubs. A general discussion followed.

It was agreed that the North v South Men's playoff would remain in the North and the Men's Indoor in the South.  One of the main reasons for the latter is cost in that they are considerably lower when held in the South.

It was felt that the costs of holding the first set of finals in the North was not practical, mainly for reasons of cost as the use of the pitch at WIS is covered from elsewhere.  The use of a pitch in the North would probably mean increased entry fees or funding from another source.

With regard to the revised format for Ladies Cup & Plate semi-finals there was no clear outcome and there would be cost implications of those currently being favoured.  The Chair agreed to re canvass all Ladies Clubs 

As to timings of the weekends - about right 55%, earlier 29% No View 16%

There was general agreement to proposed schedule of 1st Sunday - Ladies Plate, Men's & Women's 2ndXI then a weekend of the Shield finals on the Saturday, the Cup on the Sunday and one Vet's final on each day to be decided when any possible clashes known.

9.       Umpiring and Technical Committee Written report presented by JB

The report gave a detailed listing of all National Competitions, what the present situation is regarding appointments of match officials, method of income and expenses, umpiring at Regional Tournaments / County Championships / Youth and Schools,

Regional representatives to discuss at their Regional Meetings if they want appointed umpires at the County Championships, Regional Championships and Schools competitions and if so how are the costs going to be funded. 

10.     Financial Matters

Competitions Income and Expenditure for 2000/2001 was presented which indicated that competitions were self-financing with a positive balance. Requested was a statement from WHUA on income /expenditure for competitions.  The Chair advised this normally came from the office and she would pursue this.

11.     AOB.

1) Chair stated that a new appeals procedure was being drafted

2) Forward Plan - Competitions to be reviewed to see where there may be missed opportunities, particularly at youth level.

3) Calendar - there is a requirement for a meeting with National team managers, the Chair is to seek a meeting with the NPD.

4) Email from Pembrokeshire Secretary re Vets deferred until next meeting.

12.     Date of next meeting

Sat 20th July -Time and Venue TBA

Signed:

Alison Cook

Competitions Chair

Date:
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