Minutes of Welsh Hockey Union Competitions Committee meting held at Brynafon Country Hotel, Rhyader on Sunday   29th June 2003 at 10.30

Present 

               Alison Cook
Chair

               Anne Mullin
National Co-ordinator women

               Roger Harris
National Co-ordinator men

               Pat Knowles
North region men

               Neil Maylan
South region men  

               Carol Brookes
North region women 

               Judith Evans
South region women 

               Jen Barton
WHUA representative

1.
Apologies.

  
None.

2.
Minutes of previous meeting. 


The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted after the following amendments        

        
Bangor University might be disqualified.

       
6. Women's co-ordinator

       
9. HSBC add  `quality of umpires attire`.

3.
Matters arising.

     
5. Cwmtawe and   Cardiff Athletic

WHU Management had discussed the problem and approved the action taken by the Competitions committee.  Debbie Austin had spoken to Cwmtawe and it appeared that only the person corresponding knew about the situation.

Mens indoor - this was discussed and was now resolved with the National co-ordinator.

13.4 There was a problem re the qualification of a Newtown player but this player did not play.

4.
Correspondence         

None

5.
Reports

 
Management.

W.H.U. has achieved Limited Company status. Some amendments made at the A.G.M. have been adopted at the Management Board Directors meeting on 18/7/03.No decisions have been made on the Committees below Board level.

North Men 

Pat reported that they were supporting the North West. Rhyl had gained promotion to Division 4 North West. Northop Hall and Plas Coch were in the same division Northern Counties Div 2 West. There were no definite winners League. The development sides were working well. Cup winners were Plas Coch 1st X1 and 2nd X1.

North Women   

Carol reported that three divisions would be maintained in the North Wales League. Newtown would join Division 1 .The League Cup proved to be successful as a knockout competition and was won by Ruthin. Annual tournaments are held for Seniors and Under-16 club sides.

South Women 

Judith reported that Whitchurch Saints were South Wales champions and have been promoted to the National League. Cwmtawe and Pontypridd played off for the 8th place in the National league. Cwmtawe won and remain in the National League.

Plans are progressing for the coming season. The divisions have been revamped to include 3 new teams UC Swansea 2nds, Saints 4ths and Brecon. Total number in the leagues is 45. 

Next year the proposed Under-15 league will be included under the umbrella of South Wales League. There is some discussion about Under-11 and Badgers being included but there is nothing definite yet.     

      
South Men
Gerrard Leagues  - Whitchurch were Div 1 winners and they played in the "play off" games but did not qualify for the National league. Swansea and Newport maintained their current status. Cardiff won Div 3. Bridgend, Cwmbran and UC Cardiff were all promoted.  

Pembroke won South Wales Div 1 but they refused promotion and were subject to a fine and a deduction of points for next season. Bridgend were promoted instead.

Badgers hockey is being played with 7 teams and increase of 2.Abergavenny are again involved.  No Spring league has been organised lack of interest.  

Whitchurch represented Wales in " C" division in Bulgaria and gained promotion.

    
Mens Co-ordinator

Cup competitions

Cup winners Newport

Shield winner UWIC

2nd X1 cup winner Swansea Bay

Vets.  Winner Swansea Bay

              North v South winner Whitchurch

Letters have been sent to Clubs for 2003 / 2004 and about the Indoor finals. The South had a problem re qualifiers because of venues. WIS, Tal-y-Bont or Caerleon could be used. The North would hold a qualifier if needed. Entries needed two weeks prior to tournament.

Should there be open entry into this competition?  Break down N 2 and S 3.

Womens co-ordinator

 
Swansea retained their National League title.

 
UWIC won the cup

 
Howardian won the Plate

Shield winners Whitchurch Saints

2nd X1 winners Swansea

Vets winners Whitchurch Saints

  
Europe    Swansea were relegated to the `C` Division.

Schools Competitions

 
RAF Careers

   
U-18     winners Caerleon concerns were expressed over Swansea College’s withdrawal.

   
Carol is to contact the organisers re Swansea College.

   
U-14    no report sent.

   
U-16 Clubs championship

16 teams competed in the pool matches at four venues - winners and runners up to go through to Cardiff. Cardiff Athletic replaced Colwyn Bay in the finals. Bridgend were the winners beating Welshpool on penalty strokes.

The money was divided between the 5 North Wales clubs.

 
North Wales are to host schools Under-16 championships probably in Conwy or Denbighshire.

 
Regions are asked to discuss the County League competition. Is it to continue? 

 
The venue of Under-16 Clubs was discussed could it alternate North / South?

 
Future of Indoor hockey - at present only South clubs take part.

6.
HSBC

All the problems had been resolved for last season. A working party was formed to look at the future of this league. Chair Judith Evans, Jen Barton and Ann Mullin Secretary. They were given the power to co-opt members and would report back to the Competitions Committee.

Carol reported that the North clubs had financial and travel time problems. Colwyn Bay had a deficit of £600 during the last season they competed. 

7.
Finals

Alison expressed her thanks to the committee for their help.

There was no feedback from the clubs or the umpires at the time. Should the semi finals be at a neutral venue?

The cost of printing the programmes professionally is to be considered.

St. Johns had no ambulance this year. This is to be discussed by management.

WIS is to be asked about personnel required for large tournaments.

8. 
Calendar

Roger brought the fact that there may be a clash of dates with the Mens` Second X1 cup final with "play off" matches. If this is the case Alison will speak to the clubs concerned. The date of the Cup Final has been changed because of the Mens` play off for a place in the National League.

  
Premier play off match South week 31/ 33 

  
North Cup competition date is required by 1/7/03 from Glyn Davies.

9.
Competition Rules

Roger circulated the current rules and the proposed changes had been highlighted. These were discussed and approved with the following alterations.

Rule 18 change was accepted

Rule 12.6 add Fines will be increased if they are not paid promptly.

Rule 14.3 WHU constitution may need to be deleted

Delete rule 17

8.3 add ` details ` after to 

HSBC

Add 22 The WHU Competitions Committee reserves the right to alter or modify these rules as and when necessary.

Delete 2nd paragraph Rule 10.

Rule 15 rearrange 15 to include slip dates.

Add played on the slip date.

Inform the National Co-ordinator within 7 days of the original date.

Rule 17 delete `b`, replace with 2nd a financial penalty which may include

Delete second sentence 5.2

10.
WHUA

Dual membership affiliation to WHU supersedes WHUA membership fee, as this is covered club training.

New Rules for umpiring from 1/1/04 the mandatory rules will apply to all level. This is a FIH directive. Our umpiring body needs to decide when they will be adopted by clubs.

11. 
Financial

Alison circulated details of the current financial situation re competitions to give us some idea of running costs etc. here is to be a monthly update from the office.

H.S.B.C. has £273 carry over.

The water-based pitch at Wrexham will not have financial support. If this pitch is used then we may have to increase competition fees. WIS is free to National Associations.

12. 
AOB

i) Could we pay something towards North Clubs travelling South for finals this year? It was agreed to give £150 to Plas Coch and £50 to Newtown.

ii) Carol to order the trophies for men and womens Cup and womens plate.

iii) Representatives as before contact and confirm details at WHU AGM.

iv) National League Umpires complaints have been made re umpires dress.  This should be black bottoms, a polo shirt and sweater. Jen is to bring this to the attention of the WHUA meeting.

v) Technical delegates could the WHUA provide these for National League games? It would have to be costed.
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Date of next meeting        22 February 2004.
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