WELSH HOCKEY UNION


UNDEB HOCI CYMRU





WOMEN'S COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS   2003 / 2004   





The organisation of the Competition shall be undertaken by the WHU Women’s National Co-ordinator on behalf of the WHU Competitions Committee. 





1.	ENTRY





The Women's County Championships are open to all SENIOR COUNTY ASSOCIATIONS within Wales.





Conditions of Entry





1.1	A County may enter only one team in the Championship


1.2	All teams must be affiliated to their Regional Association 


1.3	All teams must pay an entrance fee to the WHU. The WHU Competitions Committee will decide the   amount.


1.4	All players must comply with the WHU Registration Rules.


1.5      Players shall not play in the County Championships, if they have played in any competition in that season for a club which is not affiliated to the WHU, without the prior approval of the Competitions Committee Chairman.


1.6	A player may only play for one County during the Championships.     


1.7	Counties will be able to play NO MORE than FIVE CURRENT INTERNATIONAL PLAYERS, of which only three can be CURRENT SENIOR INTERNATIONAL PLAYERS.�The definition of CURRENT is "anyone in an International Squad in the current or previous season". Counties will be required to submit the names of those selected “Current International Players” prior to the Championships.


1.8      Counties must name their squad of sixteen (16) players for the weekend prior to their first match.





2.	RULES OF THE GAME 





All matches in the County Championships shall be played according to the Rules of the Game of Hockey as issued by the FIH, including any experimental rule changes approved by the WHU for use in competitions.





3.	FORMAT OF THE CHAMPIONSHIPS;





The format of the Championships will be dependant on the number of teams entered and will be decided annually 


by the WHU Competitions Committee.





4	CHAMPIONSHIP RULES





4.1	All matches will be played on artificial turf pitches and will be organised by the hosting Region.


4.2	Points shall be awarded as follows:


		WIN			3 points�DRAW		1 point	





4.3	In the event of teams finishing with an equal number of points at the end of the Championships, the winner shall be decided using the following criteria:


a)	Goal difference 


b)	Highest number of goals for


b)	Winner of the match between the two teams





Should teams remain equal following these criteria, a Penalty Stroke Competition will take place as per FIH Regulations for outdoor competitions. 


4.4	In the event of a clash of playing kit colours, the second named team shall change to an alternative colour.


4.5	The first named team shall provide the match ball.








4.6	All Counties must nominate at least one umpire and one time-keeper both must be affiliated to the WHU. The nominated umpire must be a member of the WHUA and at least an experienced Level 2  ("C"). The WHUA Women’s Appointment Committee will make the necessary appointments from the nominations received.


4.7	Appointed umpires  / timekeepers may not play, coach or manage their County team.


		


5.	LATE WITHDRAWAL





Should a County team withdraw from the Championships once entered, the WHU Women’s National Co-ordinator must be informed immediately by telephone, and must, within 48 hours, receive in writing the reason for withdrawing.





The WHU Competitions Committee may then impose the following penalties:





a)	WHU retain the entrance fee


b)	A fine 


c)	Exclusion from the following season's Championships





6.	LATE ARRIVAL





Should a team arrive late for a match, the WHU Women’s National Co-ordinator must be given the reason for the late arrival and, dependant on the reason, and the lateness of arrival, the WHU Competitions Committee may impose a fine.





7.	DISCIPLINE





7.1	The WHU Disciplinary Code will apply to all matches


7.2      	The WHU Pitchside Code of Conduct will apply to all matches





8.	DOPING CONTROL                                              





As per the WHU Constitution, you are reminded that all players could be subject to Dope Testing at any match.





9        DISPUTES / APPEALS





9.1      Any complaint, which may arise in connection with these regulations, or other matters relating to this                    competition, will on the days of competition, be resolved by the appointed Tournament Director. If there are any further appeals, they will only be considered if it is sent in writing to the Competition Committee Chairman within 48 hours of the event / decision.


9.2     The Competition Committee shall determine the action to be taken.


9.3	Counties shall have the right to appeal to the Competitions Committee or to the WHU Board, and the procedures for this are as laid down in the WHU Right of Appeal.
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