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EUROPEAN HOCKEY FEDERATION (EHF) 18th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

BARCELONA, SPAIN – 9 SEPTEMBER 2003

1. The President (Anne Ellis), the Director of Hockey (Chris Brewer) and I represented the WHU at the above Assembly.

2. 34 National Associations (out of a possible 40+) were represented, along with Members of Honour, members of the EHF Executive Board and representatives of FIH attended. (GB were not represented).

3. In his opening address the President, Alain Danet (France), referred to the work of EHF, thanked various people for their work, acknowledged the passing of prominent EHF and European hockey officials and made specific reference to the shortage of umpires and officials. He also referred to the renewed sponsorship agreement with Astroturf and the new agreement with Musco Lighting. In addition, he welcomed the appointment of Norman Hughes as the new FIH Continental Development Officer.

4. The President also confirmed that he was standing down after 29 years in post.

5. The President of FIH, Els van Breda Vriesman (Netherlands) referred to the work of FIH since the establishment of the new committee structure. In particular, she advised that the FIH Strategy was under review with the intention of making it more relevant, some of the initiatives introduced, e.g. the TV Flying Squad, the re-branding of the Federation as ‘World Hockey’ and the proposed office move to Lausanne, Switzerland. She also confirmed that there are now 2 World Hockey Partners (BDO and Samsung) and TK have recently been confirmed as an official supplier to FIH.  

6. On behalf of FIH, Els made a presentation to Alain Danet.

7. The minutes of the 17th General Assembly held in Brussels, Belgium were approved without amendment.

8. An application for membership from the Turkish Hockey Federation was approved. 

9. The Honorary General Secretary’s report had been previously circulated. David Balbirnie merely updated the Assembly on two issues:

· Yugoslavia is now known as Serbia Montenegro

· All Committee’s and officers of the Federation had been working on the Strategic Plan. The Plan cannot, however, be finalised until the review of FIH’s plan is complete.

10. The Treasurer, Morley Pecker (England), presented the Accounts for the two year period 2001/2002 and outlined various issues of interest. Morley had clearly taken on board the concerns expressed at the last meeting and the published accounts contained appropriate references. The accounts were approved.

11. Morley confirmed that he was standing down from his role as Treasurer after 16 years. The retiring President recommended that Morley be made a Member of Honour and the Assembly very strongly agreed with this proposal.

12. The Auditors for the next two year period are Portugal.

13. Proposed subscription increases broadly in line with inflation were approved. The new rates for a Union of our size are 600 Euros in 2004 and 620 Euros in 2004.

14. Modifications, of a minor nature, to the Statutes were approved.

15. The following persons were elected as members of the Executive Board for the next 4 years, except Hans Peter Hanson who was elected for 2 years:

· President                               - Leandro Negre (Spain) - unopposed

· Vice President (Male)           - Martin Gotheridge (England) - unopposed.

· Hon. Treasurer                      - Sergio Melai (Italy) – unopposed.

· Ordinary Member (Female)  - Monika Spork (Germany) – unopposed

· Ordinary Members                - Jorge Alcover (Spain)                    }

                                                                    - Leonardas Caikauskas (Lithuania) } By election

                                                                    - Hans Peter Hansen (Denmark)       }

16. In his first address as President, Leandro Negre, recommended to the meeting that Alain Danet should be made President of Honour. This recommendation was approved.

17. We received a presentation from AstroTurf, who have now sponsored EHF for 13 years and their sponsorship has recently been renewed. The President of Astroturf was made a Member of Honour in recognition of their contribution to European Hockey. (In addition, there was a display of Astroturf’s ‘Sport Court’ performance sports flooring. This is a most interesting portable, synthetic surface, which can readily be used for indoor hockey).

18. We also received a presentation from Musco Lighting who have recently become a sponsor of EHF.

19. Brief presentations were made by the Chairmen, and others, on the work of the various EHF Committee. The main points of interest are set out below:

· Appointments Committee - reference was made to the number of appointments made annually and the need for new/more officials, especially on the World and Olympic list. Various initiatives are being introduced with the intention of increasing the number of umpires and officials. 

· Marketing Committee – Alistair Gray (Scotland) gave an excellent presentation on the work of this Committee and its programme for the future. They are working closely with the marketing arm of FIH on improved the branding of hockey and have set themselves an agenda for the next 2 years.

· Competitions Committee (Outdoor) – Martin Gotheridge (England) and Martyn Gallivan (Wales) referred to the various changes made already or to be considered later in the meeting to the Nations, Club and Youth competitions.  

· Competitions Committee (Indoor) – reference was made to both the success of the first Indoor World Cup and the performance of the European teams in this event. We were advised that indoor hockey is to be included for the first time in the World Games to be held in Duisburg in July 2005 and that indoor competitions will have the same titles as the outdoor competitions in future. 

· Development Committee – Claire Peeters-Monseu (Belgium) spoke briefly about the general work of the Committee, the numbers and types of courses organised, the equipment scheme and the Development Plan. Claire then handed over to Norman Hughes, the FIH Continental Development Officer, who gave an excellent presentation on the development of the game, focussing on:

· Youth

· Coaching

· Umpiring

· Officials

· NHA Plans

· Clubs

· Communications

· Facilities.

Norman explained that key people from all countries needed to attend the proposed Forum in Berlin when a number of initiatives would be developed, including an EHF Youth Model and Umpire development in preparation for the Year of the Umpire 2005. He also detailed the programme for 2004 and a Vision for 2007.

20. Following the last of the Committee Reports, the President of FIH announced that the latest Olympic funded artificial turf pitch had been awarded to Bulgaria.

21. The proposal to re-model the European Nations Championship was approved. France commented that they would prefer a 12 team format, rather than the proposed 8 team arrangement, but did not propose this as an amendment.

22. The next General Assembly will be held in Vilnius, Lithuania in 2005.

23. In closing, the now President of Honour formally thanked Spain for the organisation of the Assembly and the parallel Nations Cup. The President of England then formally thanked Alain Danet on behalf of the NHA’s and presented Alain with a gift. Other nations, including Wales, also made presentations to Alain.

A.J.Rookes

Chairperson

13 September 2003  
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