HSBC BANK WELSH WOMEN’S NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE   





    REGULATIONS for 2003 / 2004 SEASON








1.	NAME





The League shall be called the HSBC Bank Welsh Women's National Hockey League and must be referred to in all correspond�ence and publicity, and in any other circumstances in which the name of the League is used.








2.	MANAGEMENT





The management of the League shall be undertaken by the WHU Competitions Committee, through the National League Coordinator








3.	ENTRY





	3.1	The HSBC Bank Welsh Women's National Hockey League shall be open to one team from any affiliated Club qualifying for entry.





	3.2 	Each club in the League must submit a completed entry form with entry fee to the National League Co-ordinator by the designated date.





	3.3	Clubs and players must pay the current WHU affiliation fees by 1st October.





	3.4	Any qualifying team will not be permitted to enter if any monies in respect of fines, or any other costs, levied in the previous season remain outstanding.








4.	ELIGIBILITY


	


All players participating in the National League must comply with the WHU Registration Rules as printed in the current issue of the WHU Handbook (which explain the mechanism for players transferring from one club to another).





Players shall only play for the club with which they are currently registered.





Players shall not play in the league if they have played in any competition in that season for a club that is not affiliated to the WHU, without the prior approval of the Competitions Committee Chairman.





The National League Co-ordinator must be notified in writing of any additions to a clubs list of registered players.





Any additional players must be registered with the WHU at least 24 hours prior to playing in a WWWhave League match.








5.	UNIFORM





	5.1	Teams must wear their first choice colours. In the event of a colour clash the visiting team shall change colours. The second named (away) team shall always take alternative colour shirts and socks to a match and if required by either umpire to do so, shall wear them.





	5.2	All players participating in a game shall wear on the back of their shirt, clearly visible, the number allocated on their team sheet. Numbers up to and including 32 are permitted.





	5.3	Captains must wear a distinctive armband. 








6.	UMPIRES





		Umpires shall be appointed to all matches by the WHUA Women’s Appointments Committee.








7.	SCORING SYSTEM





		3 points for a win


		1 point for a draw





	In the event of teams finishing with an equal number of points at the end of the season, final placing shall be decided by the following:





	i)	Goal difference


	


ii)	Highest number of goals for





	iii)	Results of the matches played between the teams





	Should teams remain equal following these considerations, “play-off” fixtures will be arranged by the Competitions Committee.





	Should play-off fixtures become necessary the team that wins the play-off match will be placed above the losing team in the final placing.





If at the end of full time in a play-off match the result is a tie, there shall be a five-minute interval, captains toss, then extra time of ten minutes each way. 





If extra time does not produce a winner a Penalty Stroke Competition will take place, as per FIH Regulations for Outdoor Competitions.








8.	RELEGATION





 	The club that finishes bottom i.e. in 8th position, of the National League shall be relegated and will not be eligible to play in the National League the following season.


           


   	The team finishing in 7th position shall go into the League Play-offs and shall compete, with the League winners from North Wales, and the League winners from South Wales, for the two vacant places in the National League








9.	PROMOTION





   	At the end of the season the Competitions Committee will invite North Wales and South Wales Regions to enter their League Winners to play in a "Round Robin" tournament. These two teams together with the team that came 7th in the National League will compete for the two vacant places in the National League and the two winning teams from this tournament will be promoted to the National League.  Regions must satisfy the Competitions Committee that their League Winners have qualified for that title.





	The same ranking system will apply in the "Round Robin" tournament as in Rule 7 above.  Should teams remain equal after goal difference and highest number of goals for has been taken into account the outcome will be decided by a Penalty Stroke competition, as per FIH Regulations for outdoor hockey.








10.	EUROPEAN QUALIFICATION


	


	European Hockey Cup (New title)


	The Club which is placed first in the HSBC Bank Welsh Women’s National Hockey League, on completion of all the fixtures, will be deemed the Champion Club in Wales and will qualify for entry to the European Clubs Championship in the following season.





	European Hockey Cup Winners Cup


If, in the same season, the National League Champions should also become the Welsh Cup Winners they will not be eligible to enter two European Competitions therefore, the Runners-up in the Cup  will qualify for entry to the European Hockey Cup Winners Cup in the following season. See Rule 18 National Competitions Rules for 2003 / 2004 Season.








11.	MATCHES





 	All National League matches shall:


	


 	11.1		be played in accordance with the current rules of the game of hockey as issued by the FIH, including any experimental rule changes approved by the WHU for use in competitions.





	11.2		be played on dates designated by the WHU as printed in the WHU Calendar


	


	11.3		be played on a synthetic turf pitch arranged by the first named team





 	11.4		the start time shall be between 12.00 and 14.30 or at a time convenient to both teams and no matches will be arranged to start under artificial light unless prior approval is obtained from the Competitions Committee Chair.





11.5		Both teams must be ready to play at the designated start time as advised in the pre-match arrangements (see Rule 12.1). If one team arrives late then the game should commence and be played for as long as possible provided at least 60 minutes remains of the pitch booking period, which must have been a minimum of 2 hours.  The facts should then be reported by both teams to the National League Coordinator within 48 hours.





11.6		If, in spite of 12.1(b), there is a dispute as to the agreed start time and one, or both, teams are unwilling to commence the game, then it will be deemed to have been unplayed and the facts should then be reported by both teams to the National League Coordinator within 48 hours.





11.7		Where 11.5 or 11.6 apply, the sanctions indicated in Rule 17 may be invoked.








 	Information re players i.e. name, shirt number, must be entered on the Match sheet prior to the game.





 	This sheet must be completed at the end of each match and signed by both captains and umpires.








12.	HOME TEAM RESPONSIBILITIES





 	It is the responsibility of the home team to:





 	12.1		notify their opponents and both umpires at least ten days before the match date of





 		a)	the venue (with directions) and





 		b)	time of push back.  The pitch must be booked to allow half an hour warm-up time  


  	


	Failure to do so will result in a £10 fine.  Once the venue and time of push back has been confirmed with the opposition and the appointed umpires this cannot be changed without first consulting the opposition, the appointed umpires and the League Co-ordinator.





 	12.2		forward the completed match sheet to the National League Co-ordinator to arrive by Wednesday fol�lowing the fixture. Failure to do so will result in a £10 fine.





	12.3		immediately after the game, that is, within half an hour of the end of the game, telephone the match result to the National League Co-ordinator. Failure to do so will result in a £10 fine





	12.4		ensure that visiting Clubs and umpires are met on arrival and directed to changing rooms etc. On completion of the game reasonable refreshments must be offered to visiting Clubs and umpires.


	


	12.5		by noon on the Monday following the match, fax, e-mail or telephone a match report to the Sports Council for Wales’ Press representative at the Welsh Institute of Sport, Cardiff and the WHU Publicity Officer.  Failure to do so will result in a £10 fine.





	


13.	CONDUCT





 	13.1		The Disciplinary Code of the WHU will apply to all matches.





	13.2		The WHU Pitch side Code of Conduct will apply to all matches





	13.3		The WHU Guidelines for Spectators will apply to all matches








14.	POSTPONEMENT





 	Postponement of matches shall only occur:





 	14.1		in the event of adverse weather affecting travel or ground conditions, the fitness of weather, travel or ground conditions shall be decided as follows:		





		a)	notice must be given 24 hours before the designated start time of a match when the opponents intend to travel the previous day.  The National League Co-ordinator and the umpires must also be notified within this timescale





		b)	if there are adverse weather conditions overnight or on the morning of the match, the Home team must inspect the pitch early enough to ensure that, should the match have to be postponed, the travelling team and the umpires are given sufficient time to cancel their travel arrangements. 





		c)	if a team cannot travel due to adverse weather conditions they must notify their opponents, the appointed umpires and the National League Co-ordinator, immediately upon making their decision


		


		d)	by the umpires at any time before the designated start time of the match





 	14.2		in the event of a club having a player(s) involved in Senior, Under-21 or Under-18 International commitments i.e. squads / matches, provided that these dates are included in the Calendar as published in  the WHU Handbook.





 	14.3		in the event of the non-arrival of an appointed umpire / umpires the following shall apply:





the start shall be delayed by 10 minutes





if an umpire(s) has still not arrived at the end of that 10 minutes the Captain of the Home Club shall ascertain, from amongst the spectators, if there is a qualified umpire(s) available who is willing to umpire the match. That umpire(s) shall then become the “temporary umpire(s)” 





OR





			the HOME Team Captain, in consultation with the captain of the AWAY team and the appointed umpire present, shall nominate from amongst their playing squads, a qualified umpire(s) to act as “temporary umpire(s)”.  A player may be withdrawn from either or both playing squads for this purpose. If a “temporary umpire” has been withdrawn from one playing squad the other team shall withdraw one of its playing squad.





NOTE:     For the purpose of this rule both teams shall have an equal number of players on the pitch provided they both have an equal number of players available.  If one team has fewer than eleven players available then that differential must be maintained if 14.b is invoked.


		


		c)	In the event of the arrival of the appointed umpire(s) before the commencement of the 2nd half, that  appointed umpire(s) would take over the match and the “temporary umpire(s)” and the withdrawn player(s), may rejoin the match.   		





		c)	If no "temporary" umpire is available, the match shall be postponed





 	The Home Team must notify the National League Co-ordinator and the National League Umpires Co-ordinator of any postponement, as soon as possible.





  


15.	RE-ARRANGEMENT OF POSTPONED MATCHES





	Arrangements for postponed matches must be made, and the National League Co-ordinator informed within 7 days of the original date, by the Clubs concerned, on a mutually convenient date.  The Home team shall notify the National League Co-ordinator and the National League Umpires Co-ordinator of the date, time and venue of the rearranged match when it has been confirmed. 





	In the event of Clubs failing to agree, the Competitions Committee Chairman will fix a date on which the match must be played.  Any club refusing to play on the date fixed by the Competitions Committee Chair shall be liable for any or all of the sanctions detailed in Rule 17.





	Any matches postponed during the first half of the season must be played on the reserve date set aside in the WHU Calendar. If a team has more than one game outstanding at the end of the first half of the season, those matches must be played before the commencement of the second half of the National League season.





	All matches postponed during the second half of the season must be played on the reserve date set aside in the WHU Calendar. If a team has more than one game outstanding at the end of the second half of the season, those matches must be played by16th April in that season.





16.	ABANDONMENTS





 	16.1		A match may be abandoned only if both umpires agree.





 	16.2		If the match is abandoned before the 60th minute, the match shall be replayed in accordance with Rule 15.





	16.3		If the match is abandoned from the 60th minute the current score in the match shall be the final result of the game.








17.	FAILURE TO HONOUR A FIXTURE


	


	A Club failing to honour a fixture is considered to be a very serious matter. If a fixture does not take place as scheduled both clubs shall put in writing to the National League Co-ordinator within 48 hours, the reason for failing to play and may be subject to one or more of the following sanctions imposed by the Competitions Committee:





 		a)	immediate disqualification from the League and consequently all matches played involving that Club shall be deemed to be null and void





 		b)	a financial penalty to include any expenses incurred by the opposing team, umpires, National League Co-ordinator and or the WHU Competitions Committee.





 		c)	exclusion from the following year's competition





d)	liable to pay the costs of any expenses incurred by the opposing team, and umpires





		e)	to order the match to be played on a specified date and/or at a specified location


	





18.	DISPUTES / APPEALS





	18.1		Any complaint, which may arise in connection with these regulations or other matters relating to the National League, will only be considered if it is sent, in writing, to the Competitions Committee Chairman within 48 hours of the event.





	18.2		Clubs shall have the right of appeal to the Competitions Committee or to the WHU Board, and the procedures for this are as laid down in the WHU Right of Appeal.


      





19.	FINANCE





	Clubs must keep detailed accounts of all travel and subsistence expenses and submit them to the National League


	Coordinator at the end of the season on a date indicated by the National League Co-ordinator.  Claims not submitted by the date indicated by the National League Co-ordinator MAY NOT be paid.








20.	DRUG TESTING





	Please note that drug testing may take place at any of these events as provided for in the Constitution of the WHU and the rules of the International Hockey Federation (FIH). Any person must, if requested by an official designated by the WHU for the purpose of drug control, submit to a doping test. Failure to do so will be taken as if a positive result had been obtained and dealt with accordingly.








21.	BINDING FORCE AND BREACHES OF RULES





	The Competitions Committee shall have the power to impose such other penalty as it may decide including the deduction of points.





	Each club by its entry into the League shall be deemed to have given its consent to the rules of the League.





	The WHU Competitions Committee reserves the right to alter or modify these rules as and when necessary.








* Passages in italics indicates revisions to the rules











WHU Competitions Committee
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