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                                                       CLUBS AND SCHOOLS CIRCULAR               
FEB 2004

Dear Secretary / Head of PE

As we enter the second half of the season there are a number of important matters that must be brought to your attention.

I would request that you bring this circular and its various enclosures to the attention of all your members as soon as possible and also ensure they are made fully aware of any changes and implications.

Club Registration Fees and Documentation
Thanks to all those Club Membership Secretaries who, as requested, amended the membership printout issued some months ago and returned it together with their details of new members. It has certainly assisted in the processing of the numerous amendments that the office receives!  Regretfully there are some clubs, which do not use the printout, which creates substantial additional work for those staff involved in keying the data.

A small number of clubs have failed to return the required information by the cut-off date of the end of November and they have been contacted individually as they will shortly face dis-affiliation.

As is always the case players do join clubs during the season and it is vital for the new club members and the clubs themselves that registration is undertaken with the WHU. As mentioned in the past the possible consequences of a non-WHU member not having insurance are unimaginable and would undoubtedly leave any club involved with a substantial bill. This applies equally to officials, coaches and committee members as well as players of all ages – even if they only turn out for you once a month. A blank form is enclosed for your use – please make use of it. A number of clubs have entered teams into the various Badgers Leagues and they must ensure all their players are registered.

It is vital that any coach who trains your club (or even if they coach a number of clubs) is registered, particularly for the civil liability insurance cover provided. Whilst the registration costs may be borne by the coach themselves you must check with them to ensure they are WHU members.

To assist you in reviewing your members a list of your clubs’ WHU registrations is attached. Please use the opportunity to make certain everybody is registered, returning the form with any amendments to addresses, phone numbers etc.

Please also remember that no transfer of any player is permitted after 31st December of each year unless approved by the WHU Board for exceptional circumstances or if the club disbands or ceases to play. Additionally league rules vary and I would recommend that these are also checked before agreeing to any transfer request.

Rule Books

As the FIH have now advised that new books will not be issued until January of each year (to coincide with the International season) a copy of the new book is enclosed. If you require further copies please contact Colin Crayford at 24 Rheidol Drive, Cwm Talwg, Barry, CF62 7HB. Colin also has available copies of the 2004 Indoor Hockey rulebooks.

School Registrations
A number of schools have forwarded their Registrations to the WHU via their Area Secretaries for the current ‘year’ but regretfully a large number have still to forward their payments for last year. A list of those with outstanding payments will be issued to the WHU Council Regional representatives who will be in touch with their various school reps shortly. To give all involved time to ensure payments are made only those schools that remain unregistered will be written to during March 2004.

HSBC
HSBC has confirmed their sponsorship of the Women’s National League and other sections of the Welsh Hockey Union for this current season and our grateful thanks to them for their continued support, which undoubtedly eases the financial consequences of playing in the league.

International Squad Coach and Manager Appointments

The following have been confirmed in place for the ongoing International season

Squad

Manager


Head Coach


Asst. Coach(s)

Men’s

Seniors
Andy Bevan


Mike Williamson

Chris Marriott

U-21’s

Mary Bainbridge

Steve Edwards


Mike Grace











Rhys Gwilliam
(video)

U-18’s

Neil Owen


Ian Ord



Mark Hopkins

Jun Acad.
Mark Hopkins


Andy Ible


Dave Bickley











Rhys Gwilliam

Women’s

Seniors
Andy Ible


Lesley Hobley


Dave Roberts











Sarah Armstrong (video)

U-21’s

Sue Legge


Pam Richards


Richard Bennett

U-18’s

To be appointed

Chris Marriott


Debbie Austin

Jun Acad.
Llian Trew


Dave Roberts


Amanda Roberts

Most of you will know the coaches and managers and we wish them every success. 

A vacancy exists for the U-18 Women’s Manager and all those interested in applying for the role should forward their CV to the Welsh Hockey Union Office for the attention of Alan Lints, marked Private and Confidential by 27th February. A full job description is available on the WHU website.

Club Contacts

So far approximately 60% of clubs have forwarded contact email addresses through which information is passed quickly and cheaply – indeed some of you may have received a copy of this circular by email. For those clubs that have not replied please forward one e-mail address of a responsible member of your club who will arrange to pass the information on your members.

Club changes

I am pleased to advise you that a new Ladies club has been formed in West Wales called Clwb Hoci Dinefwr A'r Fro. With their home pitch being at Ammanford clubs should contact the Hon. Sec., Anwen Owen at Pen y Waun, Trap, Llandeilo, Carms, SA19 6RE tel 01558-823213 (H) 07970-480067 (M) for further information. Updates and changes to all other information contained within the Annual Handbook are available as downloads from the WHU website.

Aberystwyth Girls and Boys’ Youth Camp 19th – 23rd July 2004

Following the undoubted success of last year’s Camp this year’s will follow a similar pattern. The camp provides an excellent opportunity for younger players, regardless of ability, to enjoy an intensive week of hockey, which will undoubtedly improve their skills together with making a lot of new friends. Only the first 100 applicants can be guaranteed places on a first come, first served basis so please encourage your youngsters (who should be aged under 16 as at 1st January 2004) to get their applications in early. A copy of the application form is attached and I would ask that you ensure your Youth Secretary is made aware of the opportunity.

RAF Careers
As you may be aware RAF Careers have been generous enough to continue their funding of the School and Youth Finals for which we are extremely grateful. 

European Club Tournaments

Although we will not be hosting any club tournaments this season 5 clubs will be representing Wales on their travels throughout Europe. On the Indoor front Swansea Bay HC will once again be in search of success in their tournament in Loughborough. For the Women, Penarth LHC will be travelling to Portugal for their version of the same tournament.  In the European Cup Winners, UWIC LHC are involved in the Women’s tournament playing in Prague. Regretfully no club came forward to host the Men’s round. The two most successful clubs in recent years, Whitchurch HC and Swansea LHC will once again be representing Wales in the European Club Championships in Prague and Bulgaria respectively. 

Swansea Bay HC and Penarth LHC have already cemented their European places for next season by winning the recent National Indoor Finals.

The Semi Finals of this years Welsh Cup outdoor tournaments matches the following:

Men’s (to be played 14th March): 
Rhyl v Newport


Whitchurch v Cardiff

Women’s (to be played 18th April):
Swansea v UWIC

Penarth v Howardian

Information of all this and previous seasons WHU Cup and Shield competitions is available on the WHU website at www.welsh-hockey.co.uk
WHU logo’d casual wear

For those who would like to purchase WHU logo’d casual wear (polo shirts, jackets, fleeces etc) various items are now available from Gilmour Sports. Full details of the items (together with prices) are available from either the WHU website or the WHU office.

Development bags and Youth goalkeeping kit.
The WHU has negotiated a special deal with Gilmour Sports to supply clubs and schools with ‘development’ bags containing various size sticks, cones and balls etc for youth teams. Similarly a youth ‘goalkeeping’ bag is also available at reduced prices. For further information please either contact Gilmour Sports direct on 0141-889-7206 or the WHU office.

WHUA (South Region) merger
The two independent Associations have now merged with Karen Evans being elected Chair (contact 01639-773802 email kdevans@ntlworld.com) and Peter Ganesh taking on the Secretaries role (contact 01685-382568 email peter.ganesh@virgin.net)

International Hockey
The Welsh Hockey Union have been successful in having their bid to host the Women’s Junior (U-21) Nations Trophy. The tournament will be played on the new water-based pitches in Swansea over 25th – 31st July and will be the official opening of the new facilities. If you would like to offer your services in helping at the event (and possibly see a little free hockey!) please contact the organising committee through Colin Crayford email colincrayford@ntlworld.com who will be delighted to hear from you.

Civil Liability Insurance

We have renewed our Civil Liability Insurance Policy with Perkins Slade and, despite some Governing Bodies’ premiums having been further increased I am pleased to advise you that ours has been kept to a more realistic level. I would remind all clubs that personal accident insurance is not included in the package and would recommend that you make your own arrangements if cover is required. Perkins Slade Limited does offer the insurance if you wish to contact them direct. 

Please note that it is vital that each club maintains an accident record book whereby details of all injuries and accidents are recorded together with full details of witnesses etc. These details would be required by any insurance company in the event of a claim being made. Even if an accident occurs at a venue owned or run by an organisation other than your own club, it is important that details are entered at the time of the injury / accident into the accident record book maintained at the venue.

Child Protection Matters

This is an area that is receiving increasing publicity and the WHU Limited Board of Directors is carefully considering the impact that the necessary Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) registration will have on Welsh hockey.

As a first stage the Child Protection Regulations have been completely rewritten and have recently been approved by NSPCC. These regulations will be placed before the Board at their next meeting for final approval. The new regulations will undoubtedly have an impact on how volunteers, helpers, coaches etc are recruited within both our clubs and Union and whilst some additional work will be required at club level it will undoubtedly help to ensure that our sport is considered child-safe from the perspective of any parent or guardian. We are also looking to integrate Welsh Hockey into the CRB system whereby the Welsh Council of Voluntary Associations (WCVA) will act as our ‘Umbrella’ organisation through which the checks will be passed. This will ensure that any check undertaken on a volunteer will be free with only those receiving payment for coaching (other than travel expenses) requiring a payment to be made.

Full instructions will be issued in due course together with posters and cards (both the latter items subject to funding) and it is likely that the whole process encompassing all clubs will take several months to complete. A job description for your clubs designated Club Child Protection Officer (CCPO) has been compiled and attached to this circular to assist those clubs yet to appoint such an officer. It is strongly recommended that every CCPO attends the scUK Workshop ‘Good Practice and Child Protection’ with details of dates and venues of the courses available from either the Welsh National Coaching Centre (029-2030-0572) or your Unitary Authority’s Sports Development Officer. The cost of attending the course is minimal and in some cases free of charge. Additional training for the CCPO’s will be provided by the CRB unit detailing their requirements with these sessions being held throughout Wales. These sessions will not take longer than 1 hour to complete and will be free of charge.

Umpiring Abuse
It is rather sad to report that despite previous requests for an improvement, the behaviour of some players towards umpires is still unacceptable. Whilst it is true that umpires cannot umpire without teams, neither can teams play an official league or cup match without umpires. Regretfully, unless the players’ attitude improves the clubs concerned may well find that the WHUA will no longer appoint officials to any of their matches.

Welsh Men’s Veterans 

Congratulations to Dave Greening (Chepstow), Dean Presley (Chepstow), Les Malinovszky (Swansea) and Tony Rhys-Jones (Yate) for playing their first game for the Welsh Over 40's against the Army Veterans (over 35 yrs) on 25th of January where the Welsh won 5 - 2.

 

A Training day for Over 40's and Over 50's is being held in Newtown on Sunday 14th of March.  Players of both age groups are invited to attend and are asked in the first instance to register their interest with Bernie Wheeler using any of the following contacts.

Email: the_wheelers@talk21.com  Tel: 01834-891218 Fax: 01834-891443 Mob 07836-530989

 

The Welsh Veterans XO (extra old) side had its first run out against the Ancient Britons on the 1st of February, narrowly losing 1-3.  Scotland and England already run over 60 sides and players of 57+ are being sought to expand this new level of veterans’ hockey with view to internationals at Over 60 level in the near future.  Congratulation to Roger Willis (Swansea) in captaining this first XO side

 
International Mixed Hockey

Although the actual venue within Wales has yet to be agreed Meryl Roberts, Manager, is already looking for players who would like to represent Wales in the annual match against England. With the score standing at 13 English victories to 12 Welsh the position could not be closer. If you would like to be considered please contact Meryl at email meryl.hoci@virgin.net or 19 Beach Drive, Penrhyn Bay, Conwy LL30 3PG tel / fax 01492-547905


Youth Conference 2004

The 2nd annual Welsh Hockey Union Youth conference is planned in April 2004. The purpose of the conference is to provide youth with the knowledge and skills required to develop the game of hockey within schools and clubs.  The conference is aimed at people aged between 15 and 21.  The cost of this year’s conference will be £50.

Last years conference was attended by eleven hockey activators, all of which received a FIH hockey leaders’ award in recognition of their contribution to Welsh Hockey.

The Welsh Hockey Union can boast the first FIH world youth promoter in Bethan Walsh and had a further two activators; Andrew Seimann and Sally Raitt who attended the 2nd World Youth conference in Holland in July 2003.

There is an established Welsh Youth Development Committee, which meets every 3 months and takes responsibility for planning and running 2 / 3 National youth events per annum.

New youth hockey attendees are invited to apply to attend the course, which will be held at the National Hockey Centre – Welsh Institute of Sport, Sophia Gardens, Cardiff, with sponsorship support from OPUS.  The two-day event commences on Saturday 24 April at 10.30 and finishes at 16.30 on Sunday 25 April 2004.  The agenda for the conference will include:

· Welsh Hockey Union update

· Sports Council for Wales grant work shop

· Team Building

· SAQ – Practical session

· Dragon Umpiring award

· Youth presentations

Places on the conference are limited and applicants are requested to download and complete the entry form available on the WHU website.  If the course becomes over subscribed the Welsh Hockey Union Development working group will decide which candidates will be invited to attend the conference.

Appointments
Congratulations to the following umpires and officials who have been invited to attend various events: -

Umpires Women
European Indoor Club Champ C Division
27 - 29 February
Portugal
Karen Evans
European Cup Winners Cup Trophy

9 – 12 April

Czech
Rep
Annabelle Willox  

European Club Challenge


28 – 31 May

Bulgaria
Cathy Jones 

Wales v England – 2 Test Matches

12 - 13 June

Bisham / WIS
Steph Robinson
Celtic Cup Senior



25 – 27 June

Dublin

Kate Oultram

Celtic Cup Junior Women


2 - 4   July

TBA

Cathy Jones

European Nations Trophy Junior Women
25 – 31 July

Swansea
Karen Evans
 

Technical Officials Women
(All Judges)

European Indoor Club Champ C Division
27 - 29 February
Portugal
Ann Mullin*
European Hockey Cup Winners Trophy

9 - 12 April

Czech Rep
Sheila Morrow*  

Invitation Tournament (GB)


4 - 8 February

Athens

Lesley Bayne   Olympic Qualifier




19 - 28 March

Auckland
Sheila Morrow*   
European Hockey Challenge


27 - 30 May

Bulgaria
Sue Gray*          

European Hockey Challenge


27 - 30 May

Bulgaria
Linda Treharne*    
 
Umpires Men
European Indoor Club C Division

20 - 22 February
Loughborough
Steve Graham
European Cup Winners Cup Trophy

9 - 12 April

Vienna

Steve Graham*
European Club Championship Trophy

27 - 30 May

Prague

Andrew Williams
Celtic Cup Senior



25 – 27 June

Dublin

Andrew Williams
Celtic Cup Junior Men



2 - 4   July

TBA

Mark Staunton     
European Nations Trophy Junior Men

25 – 31 July

Portugal
Mark Staunton 
Technical Officials Men
(Judge unless otherwise detailed)

European Indoor Club C Division (TD)

20 - 22 February
Loughborough
Martyn Gallivan*  
European Indoor Club C Division (UM)

20 - 22 February
Loughborough
Don Adams*

European Cup Winners Cup Trophy (TD)
9 - 12 April

Vienna

Colin Crayford*    
European Club Championship Trophy

27 - 30 May

Prague

Neil Maylan*        
European Club Championship Trophy (UM)
27 - 30 May

Belarus

Don Adams*       
European Nations Challenge Jun Men (TD)
25 - 31 July

Belarus

Martyn Gallivan*
European Nations Trophy Jun Men

25 - 31 July

Portugal
John Turton*
* EHF / FIH Appointment
All that remains is for me to wish you and your club / school every success in 2004. 

Chris Brewer 

Director of Hockey 

Enclosures:

2004 FIH Outdoor Rule Book (Clubs and Schools)

Aberystwyth Girls’ and Boys’ Camp details and application (Clubs and Schools)

WHU Club membership registration details (Clubs)

New Members Registration Form (Clubs)

Club Child Protection Officer description (Clubs)

Produced and Issued by the Welsh Hockey Union

80 Woodville Road, Cardiff. CF24 4ED 
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