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Dear Secretary / Head of PE

As we begin the second half of the season there are a number of important matters that must be brought to your attention.

I would request that you bring this circular and its various enclosures to the attention of all your members as soon as possible and also ensure they are made fully aware of any changes and implications.

Club Registration Fees and Documentation
Thanks to all those Club Membership Secretaries who, as requested, amended the membership printout issued some months ago and returned it together with their details of new members. It has certainly assisted in the processing of the numerous amendments that the office receives!  Regretfully there are some clubs, which do not use the printout, which creates substantial additional work for those staff involved in keying the data.

A small number of clubs have failed to return the required information by the cut-off date of the end of November and they have been contacted individually as they will shortly face dis-affiliation.

As is always the case players do join clubs during the season and it is vital for the new club members and the clubs themselves that registration is undertaken with the WHU. As mentioned in the past the possible consequences of a non-WHU member not having insurance are unimaginable and would undoubtedly leave any club involved with a substantial bill. This applies equally to officials, coaches and committee members as well as players of all ages – even if they only turn out for you once a month. A blank form is enclosed for your use – please make use of it.

It is vital that any coach who trains your club (or even if they coach a number of clubs) is registered, particularly for the civil liability insurance cover provided. Whilst the registration costs may be borne by the coach themselves you must check with them to ensure they are WHU members.

To assist you in reviewing your members a list of your clubs’ WHU registrations is attached. Please use the opportunity to make certain everybody is registered.

Please also remember that no transfer of any player is permitted after 31st December of each year unless approved by the WHU Management Committee for exceptional circumstances or if the club disbands or ceases to play. Additionally league rules vary and I would recommend that these also be checked before agreeing to any transfer request.
School Registrations
A number of schools have forwarded their Registrations to the WHU via their Area Secretaries for the current ‘year’ but regretfully a large number have still to forward their payments for last year. A list of those with outstanding payments will be issued to the WHU Council Regional representatives who will be in touch with their various school reps shortly. To give all involved time to ensure payments are made only those schools that remain unregistered will be written to during February 2003.

HSBC
HSBC has confirmed their sponsorship of the Women’s National League for a further season and our grateful thanks to them for their continued support, which undoubtedly eases the financial consequences of playing in the league.
Men’s International Squad Coach and Manager Appointments

The following appointments have now been made:

Squad

Manager


Head Coach


Asst. Coach(s)

Seniors
tbc



Mike Williamson

Grant Edwards











David Hacker











Mark Lewis

U-21’s

Mary Bainbridge

Steve Edwards


Mike Grace

U-18’s

Neil Owen


Ian Ord




U-16’s

tbc



Andy Ible


Rhys Gwilliam











Dave Bickley











Steve Gardner

Most of you will know the new coaches and managers and we wish them every success. Contact details for all of the above can be found on the WHU website.

Alun Bunce, Clive Terrett and Mike Booth

It is with deep regret that during the latter stages of November hockey lost three servants of the game. 

Alun was a larger than life character and was extremely passionate about the sport that he umpired and loved so much. With his enviable and undoubted wit he edited the WHUA newsletter for a number of years and also served as National Secretary and Membership Secretary of the WHUA as well as numerous other committees and clubs in South Wales. Alun did not reach the heights of top flight umpiring but he was as good, indoors or out, as anyone on the circuit.

Clive was another passionate Welshman and will most recently be remembered as being the Technical Director of the Aberystwyth Summer Camp in 2002 – widely regarded as being one of the best ever. He was closely involved with development of the younger players and his contribution will have impacted upon thousands of players over the years.

Mike was the founder and President of Warlocks Veterans HC and was instrumental in helping to get the Welsh Vets off the ground. Indeed it was through his work that our Vets were invited to participate in the English Divisional Championships.

Our deepest sympathies go to the families of all three stalwarts. 

Gentlemen, you will be sadly missed.

Welsh Hockey Union E- contact
As the vast majority of you will be aware the WHU has been forced to change its email address following the decision of our ISP to withdraw from the market. Please note that the new address is info@welsh-hockey.co.uk with the website retaining its address as www.welsh-hockey.co.uk .We are always on the lookout for information for both the web and for publication in Hockey Sport and other papers so please forward any information that you would like to see published. If your own club or school has a website and you would like it linked to the Union site please let us know. All Welsh national competitions, results, WHU contact information, general information regarding coaching courses and links to all other known hockey sites are listed. The site also contains a bulletin board where you can make your views known to all!

Club Contacts

So far approximately 60% of clubs have forwarded contact email addresses through which information is passed quickly and cheaply – indeed some of you may have received a copy of this circular by email. For those clubs that have not replied please forward one e-mail address of a responsible member of your club who will arrange to pass the information on your members.

Club changes

Please note that Presteigne LHC has been ‘moved’ from North Region Women to South Region Women. This is to bring them into line with other clubs in their neighbourhood that are already members of the South.

South Pembrokeshire HC has also changed its name and is now known as Pembrokeshire HC. 

All other details regarding both clubs remain unchanged.
Aberystwyth Girls’ and Boys’ Youth Camp 21st  – 25th July 2003

Following the undoubted success of last year’s mixed Camp this year’s will follow a similar pattern. The camp provides an excellent opportunity for younger players, regardless of ability, to enjoy an intensive week of hockey, which will undoubtedly improve their skills together with making a lot of new friends. Only the first 100 applicants can be guaranteed places on a first come, first served basis so please encourage your youngsters (who should be aged under 16 as at 1 January 2003) to get their applications in early. A copy of the application form is attached and I would ask that you ensure your Youth Secretary is made aware of the opportunity.

Clwb Cymru / SportLot Community Chest / Minor Equipment Grants / Fund Raising

The Sports Council for Wales has recently announced that its Clwb Cymru scheme has been withdrawn after many successful years. Similarly the Local Sports Development Grant scheme has also been withdrawn. In the circumstances it is even more important that you and your club are fully aware of the Community Chest scheme through which it is possible to obtain a maximum of £750 per applicant in any calendar year. Whilst you may only hold one Community Chest Grant at any one time under normal circumstances you may not be aware that the restriction may be increased to 2 ongoing grants and an increased total ceiling of £1,500 when additional projects including the targeting of women and girls are proposed. For further information, please contact either the WHU Office or your local SDO. Additional funding is also available under the Minor Grant Scheme for funding from £750 to a maximum of £10,000. Again full details are available from the WHU Office or your local SDO.

If you or your club is having difficulty in raising funds I enclose a copy of the notes from a recent conference in which various aspects and best practices were considered. The notes give some simple but effective ideas of what to do (and what not to do!) and can be adapted to any size of club. 

Prize Draw

By now all Clubs and Schools that requested tickets are hopefully well on their way to selling their allocation.

The prize of a weekend for two in Rome, together with tickets to watch the Italy v Wales Six Nations match as well as air tickets and transfers to/from the airport to the hotel, promises to be the most successful yet.

It is an excellent opportunity to raise funds for your club or school with this year 80% of the purchase price being retained by the seller. If you require additional tickets please contact the promoter, Anne Mullin on either 01633-420326 or Gillies01@aol.com as soon as possible. The draw will be made at Newport HC on Saturday 1st February, with all ticket stubs and monies to be returned to Anne Mullin as soon as possible, but in any event no later than 24th January. We are extremely grateful to Travel City Sports who have sponsored the prize.

RAF Careers
As you may be aware RAF Careers have been generous enough to continue their funding of the School and Youth Finals for which we are extremely grateful. They have also produced wall charts and each club will shortly receive a sufficient supply for each of their registered Mini and Youth players addressed to their Youth Secretary where appropriate. Schools will find a chart enclosed and I would ask that it is placed on the school notice board to help advertise our sponsors.

WHU Staff Changes

As some of you may be aware Jeff Clease, the WHU Administrator, has been away from the office for a number of months. As you can imagine this does place substantial pressure on the remaining staff and we are hoping to progress matters as soon as possible. In the meantime we wish Jeff a quick return to full health. After undertaking a huge amount of work during his time with the Union as Finance Officer, David Salter will shortly be retiring to enable him to spend a little more time on the golf course although he will continue to be heavily involved with the Union. Interviews will have been held by the time this reaches you and full details of the new Finance Officer are available on the WHU website. Abi Welsford has joined the staff as an Assistant to the National Development Manager, Debbie Austin. Abi has also been at the forefront of ensuring the data sent to us with your registrations is keyed onto the Union database.

Chwarae Teg

Clubs will find enclosed details of the Sports Council for Wales’ Chwarae Teg scheme. This is an excellent opportunity for all club members to promote good behaviour in junior sport and physical education in both their own club and in any opposition teams. The booklet describes what players, teachers, coaches, parents, spectators and umpires should all consider and act upon in ensuring hockey remains a sport in which friendship, dignity, fairness and harmony are encouraged. Each club has the opportunity of selecting (as a suggestion) a young winner of the month with the enclosed certificate to be awarded. You may then wish to select from the monthly winners your overall player of the season. All I would ask is that one name per club is sent to this office by 11th April together with details of their nomination in order that 3 National winners can be selected. It is the intention that these three will be entertained at one of the major events during the following weeks with special awards to be made. This is an opportunity to recognise those younger unsung heroes who whilst not being your best player, always turns up on time, helps with collecting match fees, assists other younger club members, puts away the kit or just generally helps out. Please make the most of this opportunity. Further certificates, booklets, posters and merchandise are available form the Sports Council for Wales on 029-2030-0500.

European Club Tournaments

Although we will not be hosting any club tournaments this season 6 clubs will be representing Wales on their travels throughout Europe. On the Indoor front Swansea Bay HC, after a one-year break, will once again be in search of success in their tournament in Brussels. For the Women, Pontypridd LHC will be travelling to Italy for their version of the same tournament.  In the European Cup Winners Cup, Cardiff HC, for the first time in a number of years, will be participating in Croatia with their ‘sister’ club Cardiff Athletic LHC also involved in the Women’s tournament. The two most successful clubs in recent years, Whitchurch HC and Swansea LHC will once again be representing Wales in the European Club Championships in Bulgaria and France respectively. 

Swansea Bay HC and Penarth LHC have already cemented their European places for next season by winning the recent National Indoor Finals.

Information of all this and previous seasons WHU Cup and Shield competitions is available on the WHU website at www.welsh-hockey.co.uk 

WHU logo’d casual wear

For those who would like to purchase WHU logo’d casual wear (polo shirts, jackets, fleeces etc) various items are now available from Gilmour Sports. Full details of the items (together with prices) are available from either the WHU website or the WHU office.

Development bags and Youth goalkeeping kit.
The WHU has negotiated a special deal with Gilmour Sports to supply clubs and schools with ‘development’ bags containing various size sticks, cones and balls etc for youth teams. Similarly a youth ‘goalkeeping’ bag is also available at reduced prices. For further information please either contact Gilmour Sports direct on 0141-889-7206 or the WHU office.

Sporting Matters – Videos and DVDs

All members will have recently received details of coaching DVDs and / or videos featuring International players Brett Garrard and Bill Waugh. The videos cover three different levels of coaching (core, intermediate and advanced) and are aimed at individuals, clubs and schools. Skills include Penalty Corner techniques (both attacking and defensive) as well as goalkeeping skills and drills. Clips from recent internationals are used to support the majority of the exercises. The DVD is targeted mainly at young players looking to develop their skills and is claimed to be the first UK hockey coaching DVD. For further information please contact Sporting Matters on 01483-548500 or www.Sportingmatters.com quoting Welsh Hockey.

BUSA Cup
For the first time the BUSA Cup semi finals will be taking place outside of England with the matches to be held at the Welsh Institute of Sport, Cardiff on 19th March. Full details as to match times and participating teams will be published on the WHU website as soon as they are known.

International Hockey
Although the Men’s Senior squad did not manage to qualify at the final hurdle for the European Nations Cup in September 2003 we are delighted that the Senior Women’s squad has qualified for the first time in a number of years. Many congratulations to all involved. Wales will once again be hosting the two Senior Celtic Cups in 2003 at the Welsh Institute of Sport, Cardiff with provisional dates of 9th/10th/11th August. Further details will be issued in the next circular but please pencil the dates in your diary now. It will be an excellent opportunity to give the Senior Women your support before the European Nations Cup. Similarly Great Britain will be holding one of their final selection trials over 27th April to 1st May, again in Cardiff and it is a chance for you to see the best in Great Britain in action.

Due to the cancellation of the Women’s U-21European Nations Cup in Prague last year because of the floods it appears as though the tournament will be replayed at the same venue in early August. The WHU has also applied to host the 2004 Women’s U-21 European Nations Cup with the notification of the successful host nation not expected until February 2003. 
FIH Youth

It was disappointing to note that not one club felt that a member of their Youth deserved international recognition by being nominated for the FIH Youth Leaders certificate last year. It is not too late as the FIH is once again requesting nominations with all forms to be forwarded to this office by 1st April. A copy of the form is available on the WHU website.

Bethan Walsh, the WHU’s own FIH World Youth Promoter, is trying to encourage young hockey enthusiasts to ‘get in touch’ with one another from around the World. If any of your club or school players would like to become part of the scheme please contact Bethan at bethan_123@hotmail.com
The FIH is once again co-ordinating the Global Youth Hockey Marathon to be held on 17/18 May and further details about what Wales will be doing are presently being arranged. This year’s theme is ‘Exchange’ which could incorporate clubs, schools, countries and people sharing their knowledge and expertise and if you would like to be involved either with the organising of the marathon or participation itself please let Bethan know. Further details will be announced when we hope all those who participated last year will want to take part again.

If anybody would like to see their pictures or stories of their youth development on the FIH website please forward them to the WHU office.

Civil Liability Insurance

We have renewed our Civil Liability Insurance Policy with Perkins Slade and, despite some Governing Bodies’ premiums having been increased by up to 40%, I am pleased to advise you that ours has been kept to a level approaching 11%. I would remind all clubs that personal accident insurance is not included in the package and would recommend that you make your own arrangements if cover is required. Perkins Slade Limited does offer the insurance if you wish to contact them direct. 

Please note that it is vital that each club maintains an accident record book whereby details of all injuries and accidents are recorded together with full details of witnesses etc. These details would be required by any insurance company in the event of a claim being made. Even if an accident occurs at a venue owned or run by an organisation other than your own club, it is important that details are entered at the time of the injury / accident into the accident record book maintained at the venue.

Welsh Men’s Veterans 
 
Last year saw the change of Welsh Veterans Hockey President with Cemlyn Foulkes taking over the position from Neville Browning who had been our President since the start up of the Welsh Veterans in1991.
 
The Over 40's and Over 50's Veterans are now well established, however, those 'coming of age' are asked to let themselves known.  It is hoped to get an Over 60's Veterans side established by the end of this season.  We unfortunately had to decline an invitation to play in the over 60's European championships last year however we have been invited to play the English LX club and I am hoping we will get sufficient interest to be able to take up the challenge.  Anyone in the Over 60's bracket please get in touch.  Anyone who becomes or knows of someone that is 40, 50, or 60 and wishes to play Welsh Veterans Hockey please advise one of the following: Bernie Wheeler - 01834 891218.  

Chris Harness - 07718 370294 Brian Minney - 01443 453369 Kevin Broadhurst - 01452 305929
 
The Welsh Veterans Over 40's play the Army Veterans at Newport on the 26th of January. As there have been no games since the Four Nations in Bangor last year, the Four Nations Squad that travelled to Bangor, Northern Ireland in 2002 has been selected.
 
An over 50's game against the Ancient Britons is being organised for February, anyone interested in playing in this game, please advise me. The Over 50's Divisional Tournament will be held this year in Beeston Hockey Club, Nottingham on the 3rd and 4th of May with the Over 40's Divisional Tournament being held in the West, probably at Firebrands Hockey Club in Bristol.  We have not had the final arrangements for the Over 40's tournament but it is usually around the end of April/ beginning of May. Details will follow when I have further information.
 
Selection for Divisionals - A Veterans 'trials' will be held in Newtown on 16th of March.  Please meet Newtown Leisure Centre 10.30 for an 11.00 start. All veterans in Wales and of Welsh eligibility are invited to attend, however, would anyone who intends to attend the trials please advise me soonest so that I can make the necessary arrangements for the day. Unfortunately we will have to make a small charge to cover the pitch costs. The Divisional tournament itself will be held at Bath University over 10th / 11th May.
 
Four Nations Veterans Internationals for Over 40's and Over 50's will this year be held in Edinburgh over the weekend 5th to 7th September.  The Divisionals will be the backbone of selection for these important fixtures in our Veterans calendar.  Training for the Four Nations squads will take place at Sophia Gardens on Sunday the 17th of August.
 
Bernie Wheeler:  Tel: 01834 891218.  Tel/Fax: 01834 891443 Mobile 07836 530989.  

Email:  the_wheelers@talk21.com

Appointments
Congratulations to the following umpires and officials who have been invited to attend various events: -

Colin Crayford


Judge


Euro Indoor Nations Cup

Italy

John Turton


Judge


Euro Indoor Club Championship
Belgium

Don Adams


Umpires Manager
Euro Club Cup Winners Cup

Croatia

Andrew Williams

Umpire


Euro Club Cup Winners Cup

Croatia

Cathy Jones


Umpire


Euro Club Cup Winners Cup

Austria

Sheila Morrow


Judge


Euro Club Cup Winners Cup

Austria

Neil Maylan


Judge


Euro Club Championship

Sofia

Andrew Bellis


Umpire


Euro Club Championship

Sofia

Kate Oultram


Umpire


Euro Club Championship

France

Martyn Gallivan

Tournament Director
U-16 Euro Nations Cup

Greece

Mark Staunton


Umpire


U-18 Euro Nations Cup

Poland

Annabelle Willox (Dino)
Umpire


U-18 Euro Nations Cup

Czech Rep

Stephanie Robinson

Umpire


U-21 Euro Nations Cup

Czech Rep

Lesley Bayne


Judge


U-21 Euro Nations Cup

Czech Rep

Martyn Gallivan

Technical Official
Euro Nations Cup


Spain


All that remains is for me to wish you and your club / school every success in 2003. 

Chris Brewer 

Director of Hockey 

Enclosures:

Aberystwyth Girls’ and Boys’ Camp details and application (Clubs and Schools)

RAF Careers Wall Chart (Schools) (Clubs may have posters sent under separate cover)

WHU Club membership registration details (Clubs)

New Members Registration Form (Clubs)

Fundraising notes (Clubs)

Chwarae Teg certificates (2), booklet, poster (Clubs)

Produced and Issued by the Welsh Hockey Union
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