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CLUBS AND SCHOOLS CIRCULAR
July 2003
Dear Club Secretary / Head of PE

This is the normal circular issued following the AGM. There are a number of important points contained within this paper and I would ask that they are dealt with and actioned as soon as possible. Some of the actions required necessitate a fairly quick response time and I would be extremely grateful if they were dealt with within the timescales requested.

Please ensure that the contents are brought to the attention of all your members and that they are made aware of the various changes and implications.

If any of your members wish to have their own copy, the circular is available on the Welsh Hockey Union website at www.welsh-hockey.co.uk or upon request in electronic format at info@welsh-hockey.co.uk

Welsh Hockey Union 2003 Annual General Meeting

The following decisions were made at the AGM:

· Officers elected:

President
Anne Ellis

Auditors
Messrs S Brown & Co.

· Registration Fees for season 2003 / 2004:

Club Fee (payable by all clubs irrespective of merged status)



£40

Team Fee (payable for each Senior team playing competitive hockey)

£10

Senior Member (Player, Umpire, Coach, Administrator etc.)



£15

Youth Member (aged 13 to 17 incl. as at 01/01/04)




£6

Intermediate Member (aged 11-12 as at 01/01/04)




£4

Mini Member (aged under 11 as at 01/01/04)





£2

Secondary Schools








£15

Primary Schools








£10

Clubs should note that the above fee includes the provision of civil liability insurance for those members registered with the Welsh Hockey Union. Schools are not covered in this way and should ensure their own liability insurance is in place. Schools fees should be forwarded to their appropriate Area Secretary.

Those reports tabled at the AGM are available for viewing on the Union’s website at www.welsh-hockey.co.uk

· All proposed Constitutional changes were approved. Changes were mainly cosmetic but clubs and schools should note that the next AGM will be held on 11th January 2004 in Llandrindod Wells with any items to be raised to be forwarded to this office by 1st December at the latest. The full amended Constitution is available at www.welsh-hockey.co.uk

Limited Company

The AGM also confirmed the formation of a new Limited Company ‘Welsh Hockey Union Company Limited’ with effect from midnight on 31st August 2003. As mentioned in the AGM notification papers clubs / schools / individuals should notice very little change in how the Union works. The only major change is that clubs and schools will now be entitled to one vote only with the name of the person representing the club / school to be forwarded to the Union office prior to each AGM. Further details will be issued in good time. Additionally Honorary Life Members will no longer have an automatic vote. Interim Directors were elected as follows:  Anne Ellis (President), Alan Rookes, Alison Cook, Margaret Edwards, Ian Ord, Billy Barletta, Mark Peary, John Turton, Colin Crayford, Chris Brewer. At the 2004 AGM each of the above (with the exception of Chris Brewer) will be eligible for re-election and again details will be circulated later in the year.

Strategic Plan
The Four-Year Plan detailing both targets and achievements to date will shortly be available for viewing on the Union’s website at www.welsh-hockey.co.uk
Club Details
Please find enclosed the usual Club Officers’ form, which should be completed and returned to this office no later than 31st July. There are some amendments to the form, which should receive your particular attention. For those clubs who have not forwarded a central e-mail address to the Union please do so as it is likely that more and more information will be issued electronically and it is probable that you will ‘miss-out’ on various communications issued. This is part of the on-going exercise to reduce postage costs.

Club Changes

Please note that with immediate effect Plas Coch HC and Plas Coch LHC have changed their names to Wrexham HC and Wrexham LHC respectively. South Pembroke HC has also changed its name to Pembrokeshire HC.

GB Squad Players

The WHU has agreed to a GB request that any player selected in the GB squads (following the European Cups) will not be eligible to compete in domestic competitions (both within the Home Nations and internationally) unless their participation is specifically individually managed by the GB Team Leaders (Mike Hamilton – Men and Tricia Heberle – Women). Examples of how this may occur include injury management and / or non-selection for camps / tours or tournaments. This decision will no doubt impact upon domestic leagues throughout the UK. However, as the future of Olympic Hockey and the associated funding depends on targets being attained by GB, it is considered to be in the best interests of all concerned.

Women’s Senior, U-21, U-18 and Junior Academy Head Coach Positions
Over the course of the next few months the selection process will commence for Head Coach appointments for the 4 Women’s International Squads. Please ensure that anybody interested keeps an eye on the Union website for the adverts.

Registration of Members

Although the majority of clubs ensured their registration of members for last season was forwarded by the cut-off date of 31st October regretfully some had to be chased on a number of occasions before all the necessary information was received. I would inform you that there will be no such ‘leniency’ period this coming season with ALL appropriate members’ information to be received by 31st October. Spot checks will be undertaken in the various WHU competitions and the opportunity is taken to remind you that the WHU Management Committee has the power to impose sanctions on any club or school not registering and paying its full fees by 31st October.

Please ensure that any new members are detailed on the enclosed ‘Members Registration Form’ with amendments to existing members to be annotated on the club printout, also enclosed. You will also find a final copy of your total registrations for 2002 / 2003 season for your retention. We have wherever possible issued information (circulars, press releases) to those individuals whose e-mail addresses have been previously advised to us. However it is becoming increasingly apparent that a large number of addresses have been changed without the new details being forwarded. Please ensure that ALL the e-mail addresses forwarded are correct, deleting those that no longer apply.

It is vital for both your members and your club that the fees are paid as civil liability insurance cover will not be provided to anybody remaining unregistered with the WHU.

Please also ensure that you detail the number of teams, both Senior and Junior on the summary form, as this information is vital for our continued funding. Regretfully forms will be returned if the information is not detailed.

Anti-Doping Policy

Following the approval of the new Policy by UK Sport each member of the Union MUST have read, understood and agree to be bound by the Policy as part of their registration. A copy of the Policy is enclosed for your use and each Club / School MUST ensure that the appropriate section on the summary form is signed by an appropriate official. Again the form will be returned if the section is not completed with any member not agreeing to be bound by the Policy being ineligible to play for any team in any Welsh Hockey Union competition.

Umpiring
Clubs may recall the message from last year in which the acute shortage of umpires was explained. Unfortunately the situation has not improved and consideration is being given to implementing a system whereby suitably qualified umpires are available for all neutral matches. A development award for new umpires has been approved and will be rolled out by the WHUA over the next few months. If anybody of any age wishes to take up umpiring please contact the WHUA Secretary, Carolyn Llewellyn at carolyn.llew@talk21.com who will be able to offer advice as to courses etc. Any membership enquiries should be directed to the membership Secretary, Jen Barton at jenbarton@southwaleshockey.co.uk
Youth Forum / Global Marathon
You will be pleased to learn that a combined Wales / England exchange proved to be one of the few winners in the recent FIH Global Marathon. This was all arranged by Bethan Walsh and Debbie Austin and goes to show that even though we may be considered a comparatively small country by the FIH we can still hold our own against the big guns of Holland, Germany and Australia.

If any of your younger members would like to get involved with the Youth Forum please contact the Union office at the address detailed below or contact Bethan at bethan_hockey@lycos.co.uk
European Club Tournaments
Congratulations to Whitchurch who pulled off a remarkable result in their European Club Championship tournament. Finishing second in their group they played the previously unbeaten Eagles of Gibraltar in the final game with the winners guaranteed promotion. To their credit they outplayed Eagles and their promotion to the newly named Trophy division was both fully justified and welcome.  Unfortunately Swansea Ladies were a little less successful and were relegated to the Challenge Division in their tournament. Cardiff HC and Cardiff Athletic LHC also represented Wales in the Cup Winners Cup tournaments and results of all the European club tournaments can be found on the Union website at www.welsh-hockey.co.uk   A full list of those clubs which have qualified for European club tournaments for next season is detailed at the end of this circular.

Celtic Cups
Following our successful hosting of the Senior Celtic Cups last year we have again been honoured in being able to host the same competition this year. Matches will take place at the Welsh Institute of Sport over 09/10/11 August and to help publicise the event I would be grateful if the enclosed poster could be placed on your notice board. If anybody would like to get involved either on the weekend or prior to the event please contact Anne Mullin at gillies01@aol.com   Gilmour Sports will have their usual shop on the ground so if you want a new stick or other equipment for next season come along and also watch some excellent hockey. It will also be the last opportunity to see the Welsh Women in action before they play in the European Nations Cup in Spain later that month.

Uganda – Hockey Sticks
If anybody has an old stick that they no longer use please bring it along to the Celtic Cup tournament and deposit it/them in the stick bins provided. All sticks collected throughout the UK will be air freighted to Uganda to give the youngsters the opportunity to play hockey.

Fund-Raising

It was very disappointing to note that very few clubs had sold tickets for this year’s Draw despite 80% of the proceeds remaining with the club / school. Over the 8 years that the Draw has been run over £47,000 has been raised for clubs (£6,187 last year). Anne Mullin and Gillies Williams have regretfully decided that they are unable to continue in organising the Draw and thanks must be offered to them for their extremely hard work. The Union is considering the whole future of the Draw but if anybody has suggestions as to its future or is willing to run the Draw please let me know. It is worth noting that if everybody involved with Welsh Hockey had sold a minimum of two books each year in excess of £200,000 would have been raised for club funds.

Allsport Medical Supplies

A number of clubs and schools took the opportunity last year of purchasing various first aid kits from Allsport Medical. Another brochure is enclosed if you would like to make sure your kits are in order and complete ready for next season. All clubs should bear in mind that umpires have to remove players from the pitch if any blood is showing until the wound has been treated and cleaned/covered as appropriate.

Friends of Welsh Hockey Monthly Draw
Full details of the recent winners in the WHU Friends Draw are available on the Union website at www.welsh-hockey.co.uk If anybody wishes to join the Draw, which has raised considerable funds for the WHU over the years, please contact either Roger Caddick on 029-2036-2860 or the WHU office.

Press Coverage and Hockey Sport
Every month a minimum of two pages within Hockey Sport are dedicated to ‘Welsh News’ although due to the lack of information forthcoming from clubs it is becoming increasingly difficult to maintain these pages at existing levels. Please forward any information that you may have to gillies01@aol.com It is not just match reports that are required (although some would obviously be welcomed) but human-interest stories i.e. 3 father and sons or 3 mothers and daughters playing in the same team, that are required. Numerous phone calls are received from the media looking for such stories but unless you tell us we cannot tell them!

Veterans Hockey
Men’s Veterans hockey continues to flourish with a well earned draw against a Southern England side containing 3 Olympic Gold medal winners in the over-40’s Regional tournament being one of the many highlights of a successful year. If you are coming up to your 40th birthday (or more) and would like to try Vets’ hockey please contact Bernie Wheeler at the_wheelers@talk21.com

Marketing and Sponsorship Co-ordinators
The Welsh Hockey Union is looking to appoint either one to two people to these voluntary positions. The Marketing Officer would be expected to assist both the Publicity and Sponsorship Officers in helping the Union to meet both its current and long term plans with an ability to undertake research, plan and instigate activities to the benefit of hockey ideally required. The Sponsorship Co-ordinator would work closely with the Marketing Officer and would be expected to ensure new and existing sponsors needs are serviced with ‘good value’ offered. An ability to prepare and make presentations to prospective sponsors would be an advantage with an aptitude in understanding sponsors needs and funding avenues of definite advantage. A full introduction to current practices and the activities of the Union will be provided. This is an ideal opportunity for one or two people with the right inter-personal skills to help the Union in what is a very important area. For further information please contact the WHU office.

Mixed International
Following the success of the Welsh Mixed International squad in their last annual match against England at Colwyn Bay, the 13th in the series of matches will take place at Letchworth, Hertfordshire, on 20th July. With the overall match scores tied at 6-6 any support you can offer on the day in our attempt to take the lead in the series will be most welcome.

Rule Interpretations
The FIH have issued a list of new interpretations that will be introduced at some stage during next season. These changes will affect each club/school and a full list is available at the Union’s website at www.welsh-hockey.co.uk Please ensure that all of your members are aware of the changes with the commencement date to be advised in due course.

Hong Kong Hockey

If anybody has ever fancied the chance to live in Hog Kong and get paid for playing and/or coaching hockey, an opportunity exists with Valley Hockey Club. The positions are for 8 months with effect from September. For further information please contact Graham Corner at menssection@valleyhockey.com

Community Chest & Sportsmatch Funding

For those clubs requiring financial assistance particularly in the development area don’t forget to contact either the Union Office or your SDO for guidance on Community Chest applications. For those who have or are likely to obtain a sponsor and wish to discuss possible Sportsmatch funding please contact the Office.

Competition Results – Season 2002 / 2003
Women

HSBC National League

Swansea LHC

(2004 European Club Championship Challenge)

Welsh Cup


UWIC LHC

(2004 European Cup Winners Cup Trophy)

Welsh Indoor


Penarth LHC

(2004 European Club Indoor Championship Challenge)

Welsh Plate


Howardian LHC

Welsh Shield


Whitchurch Saints LHC

2nd Xl Cup


Swansea LHC

Veterans Cup


Whitchurch Saints LHC

County Championship

Glamorgan

Men

Club Championship

Whitchurch HC

(2004 European Club Championship Trophy)

Welsh Cup


Newport HC

(2004 European Cup Winners Cup Challenge)

Welsh Indoor


Swansea Bay HC
(2004 European Club Indoor Championship Challenge)

Welsh Shield


UWIC HC

2nd Xl Cup


Swansea Bay HC

Veterans Cup


Swansea Bay HC

Chris Brewer

Director of Hockey

Enclosures

Clubs
Club details form (for return by 31st July)

Registration Fees 2003/2004 return

Club Printout (showing 2002/2003 data for retention)

Club Printout (showing no fees for return to Fay Davison after being updated by 1st October)

Blank registration fees (for new members)

Anti-Doping Policy

Allsport Medical brochure

Celtic Cup Poster

Sticks for Uganda poster

Schools

Schools details form (for return by 31st July)

Registration Fees 2003 / 2004 return (to be returned via School Area Secretary)

Anti-Doping Policy

Allsport Medical brochure

Celtic Cup Poster

Sticks for Uganda poster
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