











September 2002

Club & School Circular
Dear Secretary / Head of PE
This circular contains a significant amount of information, which is extremely relevant with the new season upon us.

Please ensure that you bring this circular and its enclosures to the attention of all your members as soon as possible and also ensure they are made fully aware of any changes and implications.

WHU Handbook
For Clubs I enclose a supply of this year’s Handbooks issued on the basis of one per named club official, as per the Handbook, and one for each Captain of every Senior team playing competitive hockey. Please ensure they are distributed to the appropriate officials on this basis. 

Each school is provided with one Handbook, which has been addressed to the Head of PE at the school.

A number of Clubs failed to return the sheet detailing their new officers so please ensure you check your own Club’s details and advise the WHU Office of any amendments that may be necessary. 

Several new advertisers have been obtained and, wherever possible, please support them in return for their generosity.

Rules of Hockey
Each Club and school will also find enclosed a copy of the 2002 Rules of Hockey. If further copies are required please contact the Chairman of the WHUA, Colin Crayford at 24 Rheidol Drive, Cwm Talwg, Barry, CF62 7HB who is supplying the whole of the UK with their orders. Each Rule Book costs £2, plus 30p postage and packing. A sheet detailing the various rule changes for this year is attached which should be displayed on your Notice Board for your members / students to see.

Club and Members Registration
As with previous years I would like to thank all those people who took the time and effort last season to ensure our lives were made easier by completing the forms as instructed. There still appears to be a little uncertainty in some areas and I have detailed below the information required and in what format.

· For existing members please use the printout already issued some weeks ago amending details as necessary. (If you have mislaid the printout please let us know and we will issue a duplicate). Please pay particular attention when checking and updating e-mail addresses. If there is any doubt please delete the e-address.

· For new members please use the blank form (headed ‘NEW members Registration Form’) and complete all the appropriate boxes, particularly the Post Code. To make completion simpler we have detailed the dates that apply for each type of registration. A further copy is enclosed for you to photocopy as necessary.

As some of our Sports Council for Wales funding is dependent on our Youth numbers it is vital that ALL Youth and Mini members are advised to this office.

Please ensure that any person who participates for your club in Welsh Hockey, at any level and in any capacity (player / umpire / coach / administrator etc) is included in your return as the consequences of them being sued and found not to be insured are unthinkable, not only for the individual but also for their club. Please return the Registration forms, amended list of members and all fees due to the following address as soon as possible but no later than 1 October 2002 to: -

Fay Davison, 19 Borough Avenue, Barry, CF62 9UW

If for any reason your club fails to complete their return by 31 October 2002 I regret that consideration will be given by the WHU Management Committee to the imposition of sanctions upon the club(s) involved which may well include disqualification from Cup / Plate / League competitions, deduction of League points, suspension from Cup / League competitions, and / or fines. I would also remind you that registration spot checks will be taking place during the season with consideration to imposing the above sanctions if players are found not to be registered. Civil Liability Insurance is once again included as part of the registration fee.

School Registration
Schools are reminded that they will be sent a letter by their Schools’ County Secretary detailing the Registration Fees payable, namely the WHU, Regional and County registration. These should be returned to the appropriate Schools’ County Secretary as detailed in the WHU Handbook.

I would remind you that Key Stage 2 lesson plans are still available for registered Primary Schools if they would care to contact the WHU Office. These are supplied free of charge with only the cost of postage and packing required.

As well as sponsoring the Key Stage 2 packs Gilmour Sports has also financially assisted with the new Key Stage 3 packs, which have been distributed to a large number of Schools over the past few months at localised training sessions. If your school has not received your pack please contact the Welsh Hockey Union Office. There is no cost to those schools that are currently registered but a fee of £50 to unregistered schools. If you are uncertain as to whether your fee has been paid for season 2001/2002 please contact the Welsh Hockey Union Office.

National Development Manager
I am delighted to advise you that after a considerable search, Debbie Austin, currently a member of staff of the Sports Council for Wales based in Carmarthen, has been selected for the post. Debbie will commence her employment with the WHU in November with her main duties to include coach education and development, primarily at Youth level, ensuring that the Dragon Sport hockey players of today lead into the club players of tomorrow. It is intended that a number of Unitary Authorities will be involved with the continuation of hockey development with Local Development Officers to be employed by the UA / WHU to oversee the development in each of the UA’s. If any of your members would be interested in taking on one of these paid roles please ensure that an expression of interest is forwarded to this office by 30th September marked for my attention. A decision on which Authorities will be involved in the first tranche will be agreed over the course of the next few weeks.

Club and School Communication
When checking your entry in the Handbook if, for any reason, an e-mail address is not listed immediately under your club name please forward one e-address which will be used by this office to communicate various items to your club or school. The address does not have to be that of your Club Secretary but merely a responsible member who will take the appropriate action.

Annual General Meetings
Please find enclosed a copy of the Minutes from the WHU AGM held on Sunday 16 June 2002 at Llandrindod Wells. 

For your diary, next year’s AGM will be held on Saturday 14 June 2003 in Newtown commencing at 14.15, with the WHUA AGM commencing at 11.15 at the same venue.

Prize Draw
Following the continued success of the Annual Prize Draw this year’s prize will feature a three night stay in Rome and tickets for the Italy v Wales 6 Nations Rugby Match over the weekend of 15th - 16th February.

Following negotiations with Travel City Sports they have agreed to provide the prize as part of their sponsorship of the Welsh Hockey Union. As such the amount that remains with clubs has been increased to 80% (40p per ticket) and I hope that a large number of clubs will continue to raise not inconsiderable funds for their own use.

Please post the enclosed leaflet on your notice board for all to see. All clubs will be allocated £10 worth of tickets for each registered club member with further tickets available from the promoter, Anne Mullin, on 01633-420326.

Schools and other groups within Welsh hockey are more than welcome to participate on exactly the same basis and tickets are again available from Anne on the above telephone number.

Aberystwyth Boys’ and Girls’ Hockey Camp
The recent Aberystwyth Camp was the most successful yet with this year a number of Boys joining with the Girls at the Camp.  Our special thanks to Clive Terrett who took over the Camp Director’s role at very short notice.  It has been decided to continue with this format with the dates for next years Camp already set for 21 – 25 July. Further details including cost etc will be issued with the January mailing but in the meantime please promote the event amongst your own members by posting the enclosed notice on your notice board. We will again be seeking WHU Coaches to assist in the running of the event as well as ‘house parents’ to look after the general welfare of the participants and if you would like to take part please contact Margaret Smith on 01492-641539.

BUPA
All members will have received a flyer from BUPA with the recent Newsletter. Due to a printing error by BUPA some members may have received a flyer detailing ‘Welsh Netball Union’, not the Welsh Hockey Union. The arrangements are identical and all I would ask is that if you are considering taking up the offer to quote ‘Welsh Hockey’ when contacting BUPA. 

Fund-Raising
Clubs and Schools will already be aware of the Prize Draw as detailed above but please don’t forget that we can also offer other sources of income for clubs, schools and the WHU, namely the MBNA Credit card and Friends of Welsh Hockey.

MBNA card application forms are readily available from the WHU Office and, once accepted, the cardholder simply has to use the card once during the first 90 days of issue to qualify for a £20 payment to their club. Alternatively please telephone MBNA direct on 0800-776-262 quoting ‘Welsh Hockey Union card’ to apply.

Friends of Welsh Hockey is a WHU scheme run by Roger Caddick with half of the money raised being returned to it’s members by way of prizes. Subject to a minimum of £1 pm payable by standing order further details are available from Roger on 029-2036-2860.

If any club is unaware of how to obtain funding through either a ‘Community Chest’, ‘Minor Equipment Grant’, or   ‘Sportsmatch’ application or require some general guidance, please contact your Sports Development Officer, WHU Office or Roger Caddick.

Child Protection Act
A number of clubs have, as requested, provided the Office with details of their own Child Protection Officer. This is an area that must continue to receive your attention and is vital to the continued safety of our younger members. If you have yet to receive your ‘Childsafe’ pack please contact the Welsh Hockey Union Office and arrangements will be made for a pack to be delivered. If you require additional guidance with good practice and Child Protection matters you may find the courses arranged by scUK (formerly NCF) of benefit. The courses are being run throughout Wales over the coming months with little or no charge for attending and it is an ideal opportunity to update your knowledge. If you would like to know when this and other scUK courses are being run in your area please contact your local Sports Development Officer, the Welsh National Coaching Centre (Tel 029-2030-0572) or the Welsh Hockey Union Office.

RAF Careers Welsh Youth Hockey Cup

We are grateful to the RAF for their continued sponsorship of both our Regional and National youth cup competitions.

This will be the sixth year of their involvement and the competitions are open to any club that has a boys’ team at U-10, U-12, U-14, U-16 and U-18 or at U-16 girls’. RAF Careers also sponsor the N Wales Unitary Authority Championships as well as the S Wales U-14 and U-16 Development Leagues. The Badgers League in the North as well as the Mid-Wales League also benefits. For Schools their U-14, U-16 and U-18 Championship Finals also receive financial support from the RAF.

With an increasing number of mini and youth members now joining clubs this is an excellent opportunity for them to pit themselves against teams of a similar standard so if your club has a youth team that does not participate in this competition, why not enter this season? Full details can be obtained from the WHU Competitions Committee.

HSBC Bank Welsh Women’s National Hockey League
As with the RAF we are also extremely pleased that the HSBC has continued it’s sponsorship of the Women’s National League. Their continued support is gratefully appreciated, as is all the assistance provided by our various sponsors.

New Sponsors – TK and Travel City Sports
For those of you who watched Wales Senior Men play at the Commonwealth Games or indeed any of the International Squads during the past few months will have noticed the new kit that all Welsh teams are now playing in. The kit is supplied by TK and we are very grateful to their MD, Peter Curtis for supplying the Games kit free of charge.

As mentioned elsewhere Travel City Sports have for the first time sponsored the Union by way of providing the Prize for the Annual Draw. We are extremely grateful to them for their support and would suggest that if you are considering a foreign trip that you give them a ring for a quotation. They can be contacted on 029-2023-4650.

Youth

The FIH have invited all National Hockey Associations to nominate a maximum of 12 young people aged 15-20 who have demonstrated active leadership over at least the past two years. Their work must have had a clear influence on youth hockey promotion and/or the improvement of youth hockey quality at a club or school at local, regional or national level with any nominee having acted as a role model for other youngsters. If you have a member who you consider is worthy of nomination to the FIH please contact the Union office for further details. Alternately please complete the application form on the FIH website at www.FIHockey.org under Youth/Youth Leader Certificate page in the Development Section. All nominations must be received by the WHU by 2nd October 2002.

If any of your youth members would like to be involved with the Youth Forum of the WHU please contact Bethan Walsh at bethan_123@hotmail.com who will explain all that is required.

Publicity
As mentioned in the recent members newsletter, we are looking to increase the amount of publicity we (the WHU and its members) receive. However we cannot do it unless we have something to publicise! If you have taken part in any WHU Cup or League match please telephone or fax the result through to Gillies Williams on 01633-420326 as soon as possible after the final whistle as well as to your own media contacts.  We are trying to promote the matches and results to the media but unless we are informed of the results we will find little support from that quarter. Gillies is also responsible for collating and producing the ‘Letter from Wales’ in Hockey Sport and again please let him know of any information, stories or pictures that you may have. If anybody wishes to take out a subscription to Hockey Sport please telephone 01733-891679.

Right of Appeal

Every member will be aware from the recent Newsletter that the Union has reviewed its Right of Appeal with the new version having been approved at the AGM. If, at any time in the future you consider making an appeal please ensure that you refer to the new code beforehand, which can be found in either of the enclosed Handbook or on the WHU website.

WHU Office

As some of you may be aware regretfully Jeff Clease, the WHU Administrator has been ill for a number of months and whilst temporary cover has been arranged up to this point, a vacancy may become available on a temporary basis for a period of anything up to 3 months or longer. If any of your members would be interested in expressing an interest for the role which is for up to 37 hours per week, please ask them to forward their details to the WHU Office marked for my attention.

Season 2001 / 2002
I would like to take this opportunity of wishing every club and International squad (particularly the Senior Women’s squad in their European Cup and the Men’s Senior squad for their play-off in their same competition) a successful season.

Chris Brewer

Director of Hockey 

Enclosures
Clubs
1. Supply of WHU Handbooks

2. Copy of the Rules of Hockey 2002

3. Copy of Rule changes for 2002

4. Blank Registration form for new members

5. Copy of AGM Minutes 16 June 2002

6. Prize Draw leaflet

7. Aberystwyth Camp leaflet

8. Cup Draws

Schools

1. WHU Handbook

2. Copy of the Rules of Hockey 2002

3. Copy of Rule changes for 2002

4. Copy of AGM Minutes 16 June 2002

5. Prize Draw leaflet

6. Aberystwyth Camp leaflet
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