
            SEPTEMBER 2004

Club & School Circular

Dear Secretary / Head of PE
This circular contains a significant amount of information, which is extremely relevant with the new season having just commenced.

Please ensure that you bring this circular and its enclosures to the attention of all your members as soon as possible and also ensure they are made fully aware of any changes and implications. Details are also provided regarding the AGM to be held in January and the actions necessary by anyone considering standing for election to the Board of Directors. It is essential therefore that all of your members are aware of the requirements and timescales applicable.

Chief Executive Officer

We are delighted to welcome Mike Bull as the recently appointed Chief Executive Officer of the Welsh Hockey Union. Mike’s more recent background is with the Sports Council for Wales based in Carmarthen and the experience he brings with him will undoubtedly help the Union in its strategic planning, financial control and promotion of the Union, especially with potential sponsors. Mike will work closely with the Board who will now assume a more policy based role, rather than the hands-on practices of the past. The senior staff now consists of Mike, Alan Lints, Performance Director, Debbie Austin, Development Manager and Chris as Operations Manager.

WHU Handbook

For Clubs I enclose a supply of this year’s Handbooks issued on the basis of one per named club official, as per the Handbook, and one for each Captain of every Senior team playing competitive hockey. Please ensure they are distributed to the appropriate officials on this basis. 

Each school is provided with one Handbook, which has been addressed to the Head of PE at the school.

A number of Clubs failed to return the sheet detailing their new officers as detailed in the appropriate section of the Handbook so please ensure you check your own Club’s details and advise the WHU Office of any amendments that may be necessary. 

You will notice that there is a substantial difference in the amount of information contained this season. Some of the sections previously included were considered ‘redundant’ and have been withdrawn. You will also notice that the address details of coaches and umpires have also been removed although contact numbers remain.

This is likely to be the last year that the Handbook will be issued in its current format as, with the vast majority of our members now having access to the internet and pc’s, future editions are likely to be on CD-ROM which clubs will of course be at liberty to share / copy amongst their own membership.

Welsh Hockey Union Calendar

Please note that since production of the draft calendar received by some clubs, necessary changes have been made, including some changes to competition dates, all of which are included in the enclosed Handbook. Please ensure you notify your match secretary / captains accordingly. Any additional changes made during the season will be available on the WHU website.

Rules of Hockey

As mentioned in the recent newsletter, it is not known at this stage as to whether the FIH will be publishing a new edition of the Rules of Hockey during the season. If the decision is made to produce a new edition a copy will be issued to each school and club in due course. 

Child Protection Act

Please ensure that this area receives the urgent attention of your committee. It is vital that each club (with the exception of Universities and Schools) has in place a Club Child Protection Officer (CCPO) who will be responsible for all Child Protection issues within the club. It is quite possible that future membership of the WHU could be dependent on this role being undertaken in each club and if no name is entered against the position in the Handbook please make sure that steps are put in place to fill the role as soon as possible, advising this office of the officers details.

Discussions are currently under way with the NSPCC regarding the implementation of both the WHU Child Protection Regulations and CRB implications and, following ratification by the WHU Board, will be rolled out to clubs. To clarify the position regarding Clubs’ own Child Protection Regulations there is no requirement for a policy to be written. Simply ensuring that all members adhere to the WHU Regulations and referring to the Regulations in your Constitution will be sufficient.

Pending receipt of this information please ensure that your CCPO attends either the scUK Workshop on ‘Good Practice and Child Protection’ or equivalent as this is a vital part of the training that is required. The courses are run throughout Wales with little or no charge (funding available through Community Chest where necessary) for attending. If you would like to know when this and other scUK courses are being run in your area please contact your local Sports Development Officer or the Welsh National Coaching Centre (02920-300572).
Club and Members Registration

As with previous years I would like to thank all those people who took the time and effort last season to ensure our lives were made easier by completing the forms as instructed. There still appears to be a little uncertainty in some areas and I have detailed below the information required and in what format.

· For existing members please use the printout already issued in June amending details as necessary. (If you have mislaid the printout please let us know and we will issue a duplicate). Please pay particular attention when checking and updating e-mail addresses. If there is any doubt please delete the e-address.

· For new members please use the blank form (headed ‘NEW members Registration Form’) and complete all the appropriate boxes, particularly the Post Code. Blank forms are available on the WHU website.

Due to difficulties being experienced in collecting fees from some clubs we are no longer in a position to accept registration of ANY new or existing member without the appropriate fee being received at the same time. 

As a substantial element of our Sports Council for Wales funding is dependent on our membership levels it is vital that ALL Senior, Youth, Intermediate and Mini members are registered.

Please ensure that any person who participates for your club in Welsh Hockey, at any level and in any capacity (player / umpire / coach / administrator etc) is included in your return as the consequences of them being sued and found not to be insured are unthinkable, not only for the individual but also for their club. Please return the Registration forms, amended list of members and all fees due to the following address as soon as possible but in any event no later than 31st October 2004 to:

Fay Davison, 19 Borough Avenue, Barry, CF62 9UW

If for any reason your club fails to complete their return by 31 October 2004 I regret that consideration will be given by the WHU Board to the imposition of sanctions upon the club(s) involved which may well include disqualification from any Cup competitions, deduction of League points, suspension from Cup / League competitions, and / or fines. I would also remind you that registration spot checks will be taking place during the season with consideration to imposing the above sanctions if players are found not to be registered. Civil Liability Insurance is once again included as part of the registration fee and it is vital that everybody is legally insured.

School Registration
Secondary Schools are reminded that they will be sent a letter by their Schools’ County Secretary detailing the Registration Fees payable, namely the WHU, Regional and County registration. These should be returned to the appropriate Schools’ County Secretary as detailed in the WHU Handbook.

Primary Schools should register either through their Unitary Authority Local Development Officer or as part of their WHU competition fee. If you are uncertain as to whether your fee has been paid for season 2003 / 2004 please contact the Welsh Hockey Union Office.

Aberystwyth Boys’ and Girls’ Hockey Summer Camp

The recent Camp continues to grow with this years being the biggest yet. It has been decided to continue the Summer Camp and full details will be issued with the January circular.

Club Communication

When checking your entry in the Handbook if, for any reason, an e-mail address is not listed immediately under your club name please forward one e-address which will be used by this office to communicate various items to your club. The address does not have to be that of your Club Secretary but merely a responsible member who will take the appropriate action. With more and more information being issued electronically it is important that an e-contact is held.

Annual General Meeting

For your diary, next year’s AGM will be held on Saturday 8th January 2004 at the Leisure Centre, Welshpool commencing at 14.15, with the Welsh Hockey Umpires Association (WHUA) AGM commencing at 11.15 at the same venue. Official notification including copies of the accounts will be issued to all Clubs & Schools towards the end of November. A decision regarding the format of future AGM’s will be made shortly.

Election of WHU Limited Directors

Whilst the Board of Directors is currently considering its future composition, if anybody wishes to stand for election to the Board of the WHU at the AGM, nominations, suitably proposed and seconded by registered WHU members, together with a CV and a summary of no more than 200 words as to why they feel they should be elected, must be received at the WHU Office by 20th November. Two of the existing Directors are available for re-election with two Player/Umpire Representatives positions also being open for nomination.  Please ensure the details forwarded to the office are clearly marked ‘Private and Confidential – Director Nomination’.  Full details of the WHU requirements of its Directors are detailed on the WHU website. 

Fund-Raising

Clubs and Schools will already be aware of a number of opportunities to ease their finances but please don’t forget that we can also offer other sources of income for clubs, schools and the WHU, namely the MBNA Credit card and Friends of Welsh Hockey.

MBNA card application forms are readily available direct from MBNA on 0800-028-2440 quoting ‘Welsh Hockey Union card – FHM2’ and, once accepted, the cardholder simply has to use the card once during the first 90 days of issue to qualify for a £20 payment to their club. 

Friends of Welsh Hockey is a WHU scheme run by Roger Caddick with half of the money raised being returned to its members by way of prizes. Subject to a minimum of £1 per month payable by standing order, further details are available from Roger on 029-2036-2860 or the WHU office.

If any club is unaware of how to obtain funding from Sports Council for Wales by way of, for example, ‘Community Chest’, ‘Minor Grant’, or ‘Sportsmatch’ or require some general guidance, please contact the WHU Office.

First Aid Kits

We have completed negotiations with Allsport Medical for clubs and schools to be able to purchase First Aid kits at a substantial discount. The kit includes supplies which are designed specifically for artificial turf pitches and it is strongly recommended that each team should maintain a bag at their matches. An order form is enclosed which should be completed and forwarded to this office, together with full payment, at which time Allsport will be requested to issue the bag(s) direct. As well as a first aid kit it is also considered extremely important that each team should also have a qualified First Aider at each match with suitable courses available throughout Wales.

Youth

The third Youth Conference is planned for April 2005 in Cardiff and clubs will be asked for their nominations in January. If any of your youth members would like to be involved with the Youth Forum of the WHU please contact Bethan Walsh at bethan.walsh@st-hildas.oxford.ac.uk who will explain all that is required. The WHU are planning to embark on a Millennium Volunteer programme which will allow us to formulise training opportunities for our youth and will enable the youth programme to be expanded into a three-tier system. More details will be made available in due course.

Gilmour Sports

Gilmour Sports continue to be one of our major commercial sponsors and have kindly provided a ‘uniform’ for all of our Local Development Offices. Following negotiations the range of Development bags available (both outfield and goalkeepers) to WHU clubs and schools, have been expanded. Substantial discounts have been negotiated as will be seen from the enclosed list which should be completed and forwarded direct to Gilmour Sports.

RAF Careers Welsh Youth Hockey Cup

We are grateful to the RAF for their continued sponsorship of both our Regional and National Youth Cup competitions.

This will be the 7th year of their involvement and the competitions are open to any club that has a boys’ team at U-11, U-13, U-15, and U-18 or U-15 girls’. RAF Careers also sponsor the N Wales Unitary Authority Championships at U-15 and U-18 as well as the Badgers Leagues in the North and Mid-Wales. For Schools their U-12, U-13, U-15 and U-17 Boys and U-14, U-16 and U-18 Girls Championship Finals also receive financial support from the RAF.

With an increasing number of mini and youth members now joining clubs this is an excellent opportunity for them to pit themselves against teams of a similar standard so if your club has a youth team that does not participate in this competition, why not enter this season? Full details can be obtained from the WHU Competitions Committee.

The RAF have kindly agreed to produce 3 newsletters per season which have been written in conjunction with our Youth Forum and a suitable supply is enclosed for distribution to your younger members. Schools will also find a copy enclosed.

Great Britain Olympic Hockey Roadshow

Some of you may recall the successful GB Roadshow of 4 years ago which provided a very useful opportunity for members of the WHU to ask relevant questions of representatives of the GB squad and management concerning the Sydney Olympics. Following the Athens Olympics, a similar Roadshow has again been organised with the ‘South’ meeting having been arranged for 19:00 on Saturday 23rd October at WIS, Cardiff. The ‘North’ meeting will be held the following Saturday evening in Manchester at a venue to be confirmed. This is an ideal opportunity to ask salient questions regarding the preparation and performance of the squads and should not be missed! In reply to a number of recent press articles that our members may have read, a copy of the WHU press release concerning GB involvement at future World level events is attached for your information.

Welsh Hockey Union Successes

It is not very often that we have the opportunity of ‘blowing our own trumpet’ but it was felt that our members should know about some of our more recent successes. Registration numbers are up by 33% on 2003 out-turn. The number of teams playing hockey has increased by 69% on 2003. The number of qualified Leader coaches for 2004 is almost double our target. U-21 Women’s squad won the Junior Nations tournament thereby gaining promotion to the ‘big guns’ league which includes England, Germany and Holland. Two Welsh clubs in the English National League structure for the first time ever. All in all not a bad year for what is regarded as being the fastest growing team sport in Wales!

Season 2004 / 2005

I would like to take this opportunity of wishing every club, school and International squad (in particular the Senior and U-18 squads in their European Nations tournaments) a successful season.

Chris Brewer

Operations Manager 

Enclosures
Clubs
1. Supply of WHU Handbooks

2. Allsport Medical First Aid leaflets / order form

3. RAF Youth newsletters

4. Gilmour Sports development bag details / order form

5. WHU press release regarding Great Britain Olympic Hockey

Schools

1. WHU Handbook

2. Allsport Medical First Aid leaflets / order form

3. RAF Youth newsletter

4. Gilmour Sports development bag details / order form

5. WHU press release regarding Great Britain Olympic Hockey
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